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The simultaneous deposition of the tephra layers in different sedimentary settings, 
allows to precisely synchronise a number of events and processes recorded in the 
natural and archaeological archive, with significant implication in terms of evaluation 
of their potential interdependence 



Narcisi andVezzoli, 1999





Stratigrafia Grotta 
di Castelcivita 



At Serino open-air site, Castelcivita Cave 
(southern Italy), Temneta Cave (Bulgaria) 
and Kostenki complex (Russia) the CI CI 
tephra directly seals archaeological layers 
that contain assemblages of the MUP 
mosaic, often variants of ‘Aurignacian’-like 
or so-called early Upper Paleolithic 
industries. The layers above the CI tephra, 
where they are not culturally sterile, contain 
later and often much later properly-defined 
Upper Paleolithic industries, represented by 
a ‘Late Aurignacian’ and in most cases by 
the Gravettian



Effetti tephra sul clima


