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Disasters and Natural Hazards

In the 2005 Secretary-General Report “Relief to Development”, the 
expression “natural disasters” was purposedly not used, as it conveys
the mistaken assumption that disasters occurring as a result of natural
hazards are wholly “natural”, and therefore inevitable and outside
human control. Instead, it is widely recognized that such disasters are 
the result of the way individuals and societies relate to threats
originating from natural hazards. The nature and scale of threats
inherent in hazards vary. The risks and potential for disasters
associated with natural hazards are largely shaped by prevailing levels
of vulnerability and measures taken to prevent, mitigate and prepare
for disasters. Thus, disasters are, to a great extent, determined by
human action, or lack thereof. The expression “disasters associated
with natural hazards” should therefore be used, in line with the Hyogo
Framework for Action adopted at the World Conference on Disaster
Reduction held in January 2005 in Kobe (Hyogo, Japan). Natural
Hazards comprise phenomena such as earthquakes; volcanic activity; 
landslides; tsunamis; tropical cyclones and other severe storms; 
tornadoes and high winds; river floods and coastal flooding; wildfires
and associated haze; drought; sand/dust storm; infestations.



Disaster
1. A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a 

society causing widespread human, material, economic or 
environmental losses which exceed the ability of the 
affected community or society to cope using its own
resources (ISDR). 

2. Situation or event, which overwhelms local capacity, 
necessitating a request to national or international level for
external assistance (CRED). 

3. A term describing an event that can be defined spatially
and geographically, but that demands observation to
produce evidence. It implies the interaction of an external
stressor with a human community and it carries the implicit
concept of non-manageability. The term is used in the 
entire range of risk-reduction activities, but it is possibly the 
least appropriate for response.







Malattie diffusibili

Acqua: salmonellosi, criptosporidiosi, epatiti A /E, leptospirosi

Sovraffollamento: morbillo, meningite, infezioni respiratorie

Vettori: malaria, dengue, febbri emorragiche (Ebola, Marburg, 
Chikungunia)

Altro: Tetano






























