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ORIGIN	  OF	  MEDICAL	  TERMS	  

•  Hippocrates	  was	  a	  
Greek	  physician	  and	  is	  
known	  as	  the	  “father	  
of	  medicine.”	  

•  75%	  of	  medical	  terms	  
are	  based	  on	  either	  
Greek	  or	  La<n	  words.	  

WHAT’S	  IN	  A	  WORD?	  	  



MEDICAL	  TERMINOLOGY	  



WORD	  
PARTS	  

Word	  Root	  

Suffix	  

Combining	  
Form	  

Prefix	  

MEDICAL	  TERMS	  AND	  WORD	  PARTS	  



WORD	  PART	  
GUIDELINES	  

1	  
• A	  word	  root	  cannot	  stand	  alone	  
• A	  suffix	  must	  be	  added	  

2	  
• Combining	  forms	  may	  be	  needed	  to	  connect	  words	  or	  word	  
roots	  to	  suffixes	  to	  facilitate	  pronuncia<on	  

3	  
• Prefixes	  always	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  word	  

4	  
• Excep<ons	  apply!!!!	  



Medical Terms Are Built from Word 
Parts 

 

•  Word root 

•  Prefix 

•  Suffix 

•  Combining 
form 

 

•  cardiogram (record of the heart) 

•  pericardium (around the heart) 

•  carditis (inflammation of the heart) 

•  cardiomyopathy (heart muscle 
disease) 



WORD	  ROOTS	  or	  ROOT	  WORDS	  

•  A	  root	  is	  the	  founda<on	  
or	  basic	  meaning	  of	  a	  
word.	  

•  May	  appear	  with	  a	  prefix	  
or	  suffix,	  or	  between	  a	  
prefix	  or	  suffix.	  

•  cardi	  -‐	  root	  for	  heart	  
•  hepat-‐	  root	  for	  liver	  
•  natal	  -‐	  root	  for	  birth	  
•  neur/o	  -‐	  root	  for	  nerve	  
•  tonsil	  -‐	  root	  for	  tonsils	  
•  nephr	  -‐	  root	  for	  kidney	  
•  cyt-‐	  root	  for	  cell	  
•  Etc…..	  



COMBINING	  FORMS	  

The	  word	  root	  +	  
a	  connec<ng	  

vowel	  

to	  aTach	  
another	  root	  
word	  or	  suffix	  	  

to	  facilitate	  
pronuncia<on	  



Basic	  Rules	  for	  the	  Combining	  
Vowel	  

The	  combining	  
vowel	  is	  used	  
when	  the	  suffix	  
begins	  with	  a	  
consonant.	  	  

	  
(Neuroplasty)	  

The	  combining	  
vowel	  is	  not	  

used	  when	  the	  
suffix	  begins	  
with	  a	  vowel.	  	  	  

	  
(NeuriRs)	  





PREFIX	  

•  The	  prefix	  is	  a	  part	  of	  the	  word	  that	  precedes	  the	  word	  
root	  and	  changes	  its	  meaning.	  

•  OVen	  indicates	  loca<on,	  <me	  or	  number.	  



NATAL	  =	  
pertaining	  
to	  birth	  

NAT	  =	  BIRTH	  

-‐AL	  =	  
PERTAINING	  
TO	  (suffix)	  

PRENATAL	  
=	  <me	  and	  
events	  

before	  birth	  

PERINATAL	  
=	  <me	  and	  
events	  

surrounding	  
birth	  	  

POSTNATAL	  
=	  <me	  and	  
events	  aVer	  

birth	  	  



POSTNATAL	  

PRENATAL	  

PERINATAL	  







A	  suffix	  is	  the	  word	  ending	  that	  follows	  the	  word	  root	  
and	  changes	  its	  meaning.	  
	  
•  OVen	  indicates	  the	  procedure,	  condi<on,	  disorder,	  
or	  disease.	  

SUFFIX	  



Examples	  …	  

CARDIOLOGY	  
•  Cardi	  -‐	  root	  means	  
heart.	  

•  -‐ology	  -‐	  suffix	  means	  
the	  study	  of.	  

•  Cardiology	  -‐	  the	  study	  
of	  the	  heart.	  

•  NEPHRITIS	  
•  Nephr	  -‐	  root	  words	  
means	  kidney	  

•  -‐i<s	  suffix	  means	  
inflamma<on	  

•  Nephri<s	  means	  
inflamma<on	  of	  the	  
kidney	  



SU
FF
IX
ES
	  

Noun	  Endings	  

“Pertaining	  TO”	  

“Abnormal	  CondiRon”	  

Pathology	  

Procedures	  

“Double	  R”	  	  



Suffixes	  as	  Noun	  Endings	  

-‐	  UM	  

=	  Noun	  Ending	  

CRANI	  

=	  SKULL	  

CRANIUM	  

	  the	  porRon	  of	  the	  skull	  that	  encloses	  the	  brain	  	  



Suffixes	  as	  Noun	  Endings	  



Suffixes	  meaning	  Pertaining	  To	  

CARDIAC	  =	  AdjecRve	  =	  pertaining	  to	  
the	  heart	  	  

CARDI	  =	  Heart	  	  

-‐ac	  =	  pertaining	  to	  



Suffixes	  meaning	  Pertaining	  To	  



Suffixes	  meaning	  Abnormal	  CondiRon	  

GASTROSIS	  =	  any	  disease	  of	  
the	  stomach	  

GASTR	  =	  stomach	  

-‐	  OSIS	  =	  abnormal	  condi<on	  
or	  disease	  



Suffixes	  meaning	  Abnormal	  CondiRon	  



Suffixes	  Related	  to	  Pathology	  

Pathology	  =	  the	  
study	  of	  all	  aspects	  

of	  diseases	  
PATH	  =	  disease	   -‐	  OLOGY	  =	  study	  of	  	  

Suffixes	  related	  to	  pathology	  describe	  
specific	  disease	  condiRons	  



Suffixes	  Related	  to	  Pathology	  

SUFFIX	   MEANING	   EXAMPLE	  

-‐	  ALGIA	   pain	  and	  suffering	   GASTRALGIA	  

-‐	  DYNIA	   pain	   GASTRODYNIA	  

-‐	  ITIS	   inflamma<on	   GASTRITIS	  

-‐	  MEGALY	   enlargement	   HEPATOMEGALY	  

	  -‐	  MALACIA	   abnormal	  soVening	   ARTERIOMALACIA	  

-‐	  NECROSIS	   <ssue	  death	   ARTERIONECROSIS	  

-‐	  SCLEROSIS	   abnormal	  hardening	   ARTERIOSCLEROSIS	  

-‐	  STENOSIS	   abnormal	  narrowing	   ARTERIOSTENOSIS	  



Suffixes	  Related	  to	  Procedures	  

SUFFIX	   MEANING	   EXAMPLE	  

-‐	  CENTESIS	   surgical	  puncture	  to	  
remove	  (excess)	  fluid	  

ABDOMINOCENTESIS	  

-‐	  GRAPHY	   producing	  a	  picture	  or	  
record	  

ANGIOGRAPHY	  

-‐	  GRAM	   picture	  or	  record	   ANGIOGRAM	  

-‐	  PLASTY	   surgical	  repair	   MYOPLASTY	  

-‐	  SCOPY	   visual	  examina<on	   ARTHROSCOPY	  



The	  Double	  RR	  Suffixes	  

SUFFIX	   MEANING	   EXAMPLE	  

-‐	  RRHAGE	  /	  -‐RRHAGIA	   bleeding	   HEMORRHAGE	  

-‐	  RRHAPHY	   surgical	  suturing	  to	  
close	  a	  wound	  

MYORRHAPHY	  

-‐	  RRHEA	   flow	  or	  discharge	  (most	  
body	  fluids)	  

DIARRHEA	  

-‐	  RRHEXIS	   rupture	   MYORRHEXIS	  



Determining	  
Meanings	  on	  the	  

Basis	  of	  	  
WORD	  PARTS	  	  

1	  
• START	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  word	  toward	  the	  beginning	  

2	  
• Separate	  the	  word	  parts	  and	  idenRfy	  their	  meaning	  

3	  
• Some	  word	  parts	  have	  more	  than	  one	  meaning	  –	  
DETERMINE	  the	  context	  of	  use	  

4	  
• NOT	  all	  medical	  terms	  are	  made	  up	  of	  word	  parts	  



ENT	  or	  OTOLARYNGOLOGY	  

An	  Example	  to	  Take	  Apart	  ….	  



WATCH	  OUT!!!!	  

PRONUNCIATION	  

SPELLING	  





Thanks for Your Attention 
 

Prof. Vanessa Leonardi  


