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“ Taom ORI_ingenjo qui quam finxit Natura
vel molliui [huui \Ll &al ? ingenio quale An-
glia nec habuit unquam, nec habitura est, alioquin nequa-

quam infelicium ingeniorum parens.”
Erasuus.

¢ 8ir Tuomas More,—one of the greatest prodigies
of wit and learning that this nation ever before his time
* produced.” AxtHoxY Woobp.

“J had the honor to have much conversation with
Brutus; and was told that his ancestor Junius, Socrates,
Epaminondas, Cato the younger, Sir THomas MorE,
and himself, were perpetually together; —a sextumvi-
rate, to which all the ages of the world cannot add a
seventh.” SwiFT.

« It will be difficult to point out any man like More
since the death of Boéthius, the last sage of the ancient
world. He was the first Englishman who signalized
himself as an orator, the first writer of a prose which is
still intelligible, and the first who wrote the history of
his country in its present language.”

Sir JamEs MackINTosH.




EDITOR'S PREFACE.

Of the voluminous writings of ‘ the father of
English prose,” the two works contained in this
volume are the only ones that can be regarded as
of much interest or value at the present day. It
was unfortunate for the world as well as for the
fame of this great man, that his pen was chiefly
employed on topics of a local and temporary na-
ture, on the dry, dull themes of polemical divin-
ity. The bulky black-letter folio, of 1458 pages,
printed in 1557, which contains his English
works, consists almost entirely of long, tedious
tracts on the Catholic controversy, written against
the English reformers, Tindal and Frith. To
disturb the repose in which these papers have
slumbered for nearly three centuries, would be a
thankless and unprofitable task.*

* A copy of this very rare volume, the only one pro-

bably in this country, may be seen in the Library of the
Boston Atheneum.



vi PREFACE.

It is on the “ Utopia,” that the fame of Sir
Thomas More, as a writer, must principally rest.
Although it was originally written in Latin, the
present translation, by bishop Burnet, is of itself
entitled to a place among the standard works of
old English prose.

The “ History of King Richard the Third,”
though but a fragment, is exceedingly valuable
and interesting as being the original chronicle of
that troublous and tragical reign. It is also the
earliest specimen of English prose that is intelli-
gible, and is uncommonly free from obsolete
phraseology. To obviate, how;ever, any difficulty
on this ground, a Glossary is appended, which
has been prepared expressly for this edition.

The appearance of this volume has been de-
layed for nearly a year by the Editor’s absence
from the country. The regular publication of
the Library is now resumed, and, should the
public demand it, a volume will appear, as here-
tofore, once in three months.

ALEXANDER YOUNG.

Boston, MarcH 1, 1834.|
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‘

SOME ACCOUNT

OF THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS
OF

SIR THOMAS MORE.*

-

Sir THOMAS MORE was born in Milk-street, Lon-
don, in 1480,.6we years before the accession of Hen-
ry VIL to the throne. His father, Sir John More,
one of the judges of the court of King’s Bench, a
man of acute wit and sound understanding, took
due precautions that the early indications of genius,
which he perceived in his son, should not languish
for want of cultivation. In the first rudiments of
education he was instructed at a free grammar
school in Threadneedle-street.

* This life of More is extracted from Macdiarmid’s
¢ Lives of British Statesmen.” Those who would know
more concerning him are referred to the interesting bi-
ographies written by his son-in-law, Roper, and his great-
grandson, More. The latest, and on many accounts
the best Life of our author, was written by Sir James
Mackintosh, and is contained in Lardner’s Cyclopedia,
Vol. L. of “ Eminent British Statesmen.”

yd-



X - LIFE AND WRITINGS

As a further step in his education, More was af-
terwards placed in the family of cardinal Morton ;
and at the age of seventeen, was sent, at the instance
of his zealous patron the cardinal, to Oxford. After
having passed two years at Oxford, he removed,
first to New Inn, and afterwards to Lincoln’s Inn,
to prosecute the study of the law; and no soon-
er did he appear at the bar, than he began to practise
with flattering prospects of success.

Before he had attained his twenty-third year,
More, having been chosen a member of the House
of Commons, had an opportunity of still more dis-
tinguishing himself. Henry having required from
parliament a large contribution, for the marriage of
his eldest daughter with the king of Scotland, the de-
mand, whether from its magnitude, or the purposes
to which it was to be applied, proved extremely un-
popular with the Commons; yet, from a just dread
of the king's resentment, the measure seemed likely
to pass in silence; when More, incapable of being
deterred by any sense of personal danger from ex-
ecuting what he accounted his duty, boldly stood
forward to oppose the requisition ; and, reasoning
with such eloquence and strength of argument as
to rouse the courage of his colleagues, finally pro-
cured its rejection. This display of patriotism and
fortitude, at his first entrance into public life, while
it greatly increased his reputation, seemed in danger
of drawing down his ruin ; for Henry could not
hear without the utmost indignation, that his avar-
ice had been disappointed, and his authority thwart-
ed, at the instigation of a youth distinguished by no
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rank or hereditary influence. His want of fortune,
however, on this occasion proved the safety of the
young patriot ; for it was a maxim with Henry, to
make his revenge, if possible, subservient to his av-
arice; and, as the present cbject of his resentment
bad nothing to lose, he was less willing to risk a
public clamor by directly violating the privileges of
the commons. But, that More might be sensible of
his displeasure, and be deterred from a similar op-
position in future, he contrived to fasten some
groundless accusation on his father, Sir John More,
aud caused him to be shut up in the Tower, till he
purchased his liberty, by paying for his pretended
offence a fine of one hundred pounds. Henry was
not, however, of a temper to be satisfied with
this indirect revenge ; and More, although he dex-
terously eluded the arts practised to draw from him
some confessions, which might afford a color for
his accusation, yet well knew the fally of openly
contending with this implacable tyrant. His first
thoughts were, to avoid the danger by going abroad ;
and with this view he studied the French language :
but although he laid aside this intention, he found
it necessary to give up his practice at the bar, and
live in complete retirement.

The death of Henry the VII. which happened
about six years afterwards, enabling him to resume
his practice at the bar, his talents and acquirements
soon raised him to eminent distinction. Ilis repu-
tation for integrity, ability, and learning, attracted
the attention of Henry VIII. who was eager to en-
gage him in his service, and commanded Wolsey to
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make this wish known, and proffer a pension, as an
earnest of future favors. But this proposal, which
most other men would have fondly embraced, as a
fair opening to wealth and honors, was viewed with
very different eyes by More.

The ability displayed in the management of a
cause, which attracted much public notice, gave an
additional lustre to More’s reputation. A large ship,
belonging to the Pope, having been seized, in the
port of Southampton, by the king’s officers, was re-
claimed on the part of his Holiness ; and More, on
account both of his professional celebrity, and his
thorough acquaintance with the Latin, which ren-
dered him able readily to explain the arguments, on
both sides, to the Roman legate, was selected to
plead in favor of the restoration. His exertions in
support of the claim, which was argued before the
lord chancellor and all the judges, in the Star-cham-
ber, were crowned with success; and Henry, still
more inclined by this new display of talents to en-
gage him in his service, would no longer admit of
any excuse. He was appointed master of the re-
quests, the best place which, at the moment, hap-
pened to be vacant. He was afterwards created a
knight and a privy counsellor, and, in the following
year, raised to the office of treasurer of the ex-
chequer.

After holding the treasurership of the exchequer
three years, he was, by the king’s direction, chosen
speaker of the House of Commons. Having attend-
ed Wolsey in his embassy to France in 1527, he ac-
quitted himself so much to the satisfaction of Hen-
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ry, as to be rewarded, on his return, with the chan-
cellorship of the duchy of Lancaster. Two years
afterwards, we find him employed, in conjunction
with his much esteemed friend, Tunstall, bishop of
Durham, to assist at the famous negotiations at
Cambray. .

More having acted his part in this negotiation to
the king’s entire satisfaction, had returned to court;
and Henry having now, by the fall of Wolsey, the
chancellorship at his disposal, gladly seized the op-
portunity of showing his regard for More by con-
ferring on him this high office. No appointment
could have been more popular, since no one stood
so high in the public opinion for integrity, industry,
and experience, both in legal and political business.

While More continued to execute the office of
chancellor with great honor to himself, Henry’s im-
patience for the completion of his divorce from
Catharine became every day more urgent. Finding
that the court of Rome seemed resolved to put off
the decision of his suit as long as possible, without
any assurance that the verdict would, at length, be
favorable to his wishes, he began to look for some
other authority to justify the measures towards
which he was impelled by his passions. At the
suggestion of Cranmer, afterwards primate of Eng-
land, he sent to consult the learned, in the most cel-
ebrated seats of literature throughout Europe,on the
question of his marriage with Catharine ; and sev-
eral of the foreign universities, more impressed with
the criminality of the connexion than with the dis-
pensing power of the Pope, gave their verdict without
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hesitation, against its legality. Oxford and Cam-
Bridge (though their apprehensions of the conse-
quences to the Catholic religion made them for
some time withhold their opinions) were, at length,
brought to concur in the same decision.

In 1532, More, finding the bills for Henry’s di-
vorce and supremnacy were likely to pass with the
parliament ; yet, while he was only anxious to bury
his opinions in his own breast, he knew that, in his
official station, even silence would be construed into
disapprobation. As the only means, therefore, by
which he could at once preserve his integrity, and
present no obstruction to the intended measures, he -
earnestly-tendered his resignation to the king. But
to this request Henry could, at first, by no means
be prevailed upon to listen. More at length, partly
by his own repeated solicitations, and partly by the
intercession of the duke of Norfolk, who was then
in high favor at court, at length procured the accept-
ance of his resignation.

An act was passed .in the next session of parlia-
ment, which declared the king’s marriage with
Catharine to be unlawful and void, ratified his mar-
riage with Anne, and fixed the inheritance of the
crown, first in her issue, and afterwards in the
king’s legal heirs. The same act commanded an
oath to be taken in support of its provisions, under
the penalty of misprision of treason ; while all who
should speak or write against the king’s marriage
with Anne were declared to be traitars. This oath,
greatly extended beyond the meaning of the act,
was administered to those who, from their rank and

-
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influence, could considerably promote or obstruct
the settlernent of the crown. Henry lost no time
in requiring the obedience of More, expecting that
the penalties annexed to the refusal of the oath
would effectually enfore the arguments which had
so0 often been urged in vain. At a committee of the
cabinet council at Lambeth, he declared that he
had no objection to swear to the prescribed order of
succession ; since he considered the parliament as
fully entitled to regulate the matter in any way
which it thought proper ; and to this effect he offer-
ed to take an oath, drawn up by himself. But the
terms of the oath, as they at present stood, he de-
clared to be irreconcilable to his conscience, since
they asserted the illegality of the king’s first mar-
riage. and the legality of his second. Many ar-
guments and solicitations were employed by his
friends to overcome his scruples ; but, though much
affected by the earnest entreaties of Cranmer, the
primate, and Cromwell, secretary of state, who
highly esteemed and loved him, he adhered to his
resolution in spite of his feelings, and, in a gentle,
but firm manner, persisted in his refusal. Arch-
bishop Cranmer earnestly contended that his propo-
sal of swearing distinctly to maintain the order of
succession should be accepted, without confining
him to the prescribed terms of the oath. But Hen-
ry, whose resentment was now rendered wholly un-
governable by resistance, resolved that More should
either yield or perish ; and insisted that the penal-
ties of the statute should 'be enforced, and that he
should be immediately committed to the Tower.
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. After having been imprisoned in the Tower up-
wards of a year, he was at length brought to trial;
and here he proved, that if he was unmoved at the
approach of death, his indifference was no wise al-
lied to the carelessness of despair. Although oblig-
ed to support himself on a staff, from the weakness
contracted during his rigorous confinement, yet his
countenance; firm, composed, and animated, showed
_how fully his mind was collected, and how well his
faculties were prepared to support him in a vigorous
defence. The charges exhibited against him prov-
ed, by their weakness, and the harsh terms in which
they were couched, the eagerness of the court to
accomplish his ruin.

The firmest conviction of his innocence could not
be expected to outweigh, with his judges, the hopes
of royal favor and the imminent danger of their
lives. Almost without deliberation, and as if the
minds of the jury had been fully made up before-
hand, he was declared guilty of high treason and
condemned to die as a traitor! After hearing the
sentence pronounced without any sign of surprise
or indignation, he shortly addressed himself to the
court, which consisted of a select commission of
peers and judges. “ My lords,” said he, “I have
nothing further to add, but that as the blessed apos-
tle Paul was present and consented unto the death
of Stephen, and yet both are now holy saints in
heaven, where they shall continue in friendship for-
ever, so [ earnestly trust and pray, that, though your
lordships have now been judges, on earth, to my
condemnation, we may yet all meet together in ev-
erlasting love and happiness.”
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- On his return from Westminster Hall to the Tower,
his fortitude had to undergo a severer trial. His fa-
vorite daughter, Margaret, apprehending that this
might be the last opportunity of seeing her beloved
father, had stationed herself at the Tower wharf,
where he would necessarily pass: but when he ap-
peared in sight, with the axe, the emblem of con-
demnation, borne before him, her feelings could no-
longer be controlled: regardless of the spectators,
she burst through the crowd, and through the guards
which surrounded him, and, clinging round his neck,
hung upon him in an agony of despair, while the tears
streamed from her eyes ; the only words that could
force.an utterance were, “ My father! oh, my fath-
er!” More, while he pressed her to his heart, en-
deavoured to calm her agitation: he reminded her,
that she well knew all the secrets of his soul; that
the knowledge of his innocence ought to lessen her,
dismay at his approaching fate; and that resigna-
tion was due to the will of God, without whose per-
mission none of these events could take place. At
length she made an effort to recover herself, and, -
faintly bidding him adieu, suffered the attendants to
lead her away. But she had - proceeded only a few
paces, when the thought that she had seen her fath-
er for the last time, rushed with irresistible poignancy
on her mind. She again burst through the crowd,
again hung upon his neck, and gave way to all the
bitterness of anguish. Her father, though his mind
had long been prepared to meet his fate, and though
its approach had been wholly unable to discompose
his fortitude, could not look unmoved on her dis-

- B
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tress; and a tear, which stole down his cheek, be-
trayed the emotion which he struggled to conceal.
The spectators, deeply affected, beheld this tender
scene in silence; and even the guards could not
refrain from tears, while they gently forced her from
the arms of her father.

His condemnation had taken place on the 1st of
June ;and on the 6th of the same month, Sir Thomas
Pope, one of his particular friends, came very early
in the morning, by the king’s command, to acquaint
him that his execution was to take place that day at
nine o’clock. More thanked his friend for the good
news; and observing he was deeply affected with
the painful commission which he had been obliged
to execute, he endeavoured to convince him, by the
gaiety of his conversation, how little his lot was to
be lamented ; and, when his friend could not refrain
from weeping bitterly at parting, he reminded him,
with a look of exultation, that the interval could not
be long before they should meet in eternal felicity.

As he passed along to the place of execution on
Tower hill, the sympathy of the spectators was ex-
pressed by silence and tears. One man alone, from
among the crowd, was heard to reproach him with
a decision which he had given against him in chan-
cery. More, no wise discomposed by this ill-timed
expression of resentment, calmly replied, that, if it
were still to do, he would give the same decision.

His behaviour on the scaffold corresponded to the
whole tenor of his conduct; perfectly composed and
collected, and dying in harmony with all mankind,
his countenance was unaffectedly cheerful, and his
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words expressed a mind well at ease. Perceiving
that the scaffolding was weakly erected, he said, in
his usual tone, to the attending officer, “I pray thee,
friend, see me safely up, and, for my coming down,
let me shift for myself.” Observing the executioner
pale and trembling, he said to him, “ Pluck up thy
spirits, man, and be not afraid to do thy office: my
neck is very short; see, therefore, that thou do not
mar thy credit by cutting awry.” Having zpent a
short time in devotion, he took the napkin with
which his eyes were to be bound, and calmly per-
formed that office for himself: then laying his head
on’the block, he bade the executioner stay, till he
removed his beard ; ¢ for it,” said he, “ has commit-
ted no treason.”

Thus perished Sir Thomas More, in the fifty-
ninth year of his age, deeply lamented by all who
knew his worth, and admired even by his enemies.
By those who knew him best, and who shared his
intimate friendship, his loss was bewailed as an ir-
reparable calamity. “ More is dead!” says Eras-
mus, in the accents of despondency, * More! whose
breast was purer than snow, whose gemus was ex-
cellent above all his nation.”

The best account of More’s private life and char-
acter is contained in the following letter of his friend,
Erasmus.

“You are by no means singular, most excellent
Hutten, in the enthusiasm with which the writings
of Thomas More have inspired you for his genius,
Nothing, as you justly observe, can be more full of
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learning or of humor. Your admiration too is not
without a return on the part of More ; for he is so
delighted with the style of your writings, that even
I almost envy you. Thisisin truth that most amia-
ble philosophy of Plato, which kindles a.much more
ardent passion among men than any beauty of form
however admirable. It is not, indeed, perceived by
the natural eyes; but the mind has its eyes also.
So that here too the Greek adage holds true, ¢ Love
comes from seeing.’ By these eyes persons are
sometimes joined in the closest affection, who have
never interchanged a word or a look. And as it is
commonly the cage, from causes not to be expldin-
ed, that one form attracts one person, and another
another, so between minds there seems to be a cer-
‘tain secret relation, which makes us exceedingly de-
lighted with some, and not at all with others.

“ With respect to your request, that I would paint
you as it were a full length portrait of More, I wish
I could do it with a skill corresponding with the
earnestness of your desires. For to me it would be
highly agreeable to spend the time in the contem-
plation of the most charming friend on earth. But,
in the first place, it is not in the power of every one
thoroughly to understand the qualities of More ; and
in the next, I know not whether he would like to
be taken by every artist that comes along. Nor, in-
deed, do I think it an easier task to paint him, than
Alexander or Achilles; nor are they more worthy
of immortality. Such a subject absolutely demands
the hand of an Apelles; though I am afraid I shall
resemble Fulvius rather, or Rutuba. 1 will, how-
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ever, endeavour to give you a sketch, more properly
than a finished picture, of the whole man ; as far as
a long and intimate acquaintance has enabled me to
observe or recollect. But if, at any future period,
some foreign embassy shall bring you acquainted
with him, you will then perceive what an unfaithful
workman you have selected, and 1 fear you will
accuse me either of envy or blindness, when, out of
80 many fine traits, I have seen or been willing to
present you so few.

“To begin on the side on which More is least
known to you;—in size he is far from being tall,
yet one would not observe upon §is shortness. The
proportion of his limbs is so exceYlent, you can dis-
cover no fault in it. He has a fair skin, his face in-
clining to whiteness more properly than paleness,
not ruddy, only a delicate color every where shin-
ing through; his hair brownish yellow, or if you
choose, yellowish brown ; beard thin ; eyes greyish
with specks ; which kind denotes a very happy dis-
position, and with the English is even accounted
lovely ; though our countrymen are most pleased
with black eyes. No species, it is said, is so free
from defects. His countenance corresponds to his
disposition, always exhibiting a pleasing and friendly
good humor, sometimes made up for laughing ; and
to say the truth, he is better fitted for fun, than for
gravity or dignity ; although he has nothing of silli-
ness or buffoonery. His right shoulder seems to be
a little higher than his left, especially when he walks.
This is not natural to him, but arises from habit,
which makes many things. of this kind adhere to us.
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In the rest of his person there is nothing to eriticise
only his hands are a little clumsy, at least when you
compare them with the other parts of his body.

“ He was always from a boy very careless of ev-
ery thing relating to the adorning of his person; so
much so, that he paid little attention even to those
things which Ovid says are the only ones which men
should regard. Of the beauty of his youth it is easy
to form an opinion from the remains ; indeed he was
a young man, not more than twenty-three, when I
first knew him ; for he is not much above forty now.
His health you would hardly call robust; it is suffi-
cient, however, to enable him to go through all the
duties belonging to a good citizen, and is subject to
none or very few disorders. There is a prospect
that he will be long lived, as his father is quite ad-
vanced in years and is still fresh and vigorous. I nev-
er saw any one less difficult in the choice of his food.
He drank water till he was grown up, in which he
copied after his father. But lest he should give any
one uneasiness, he used to cheat his guests and drink
beer very much diluted, and sometimes pure water
out of an earthen mug. As it is the custom there
to pledge one another, he now and then just sipped
the wine, that he might not appear to have an utter
aversion to it, and at the same time, that he might
accustom himself to things in common use. Beef]
salt meat, bread of an inferior quality and much
fermented, he preferred to those dishes which are
generally considered as dainties. In other respects
he was not disinclined to any thing which affords
pleasure, whether to the mind or the senses. Dishes
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in which milk is an ingredient, and fruits were
grateful to his appetite ; eggs he esteems a great
delicacy.

“His voice is neither powerful nor very slender,
but easily beard, and not shrill and effeminate. It
is manifestly a voice for speaking only ; for nature
seems not to have made him a singer, although he is
delighted with every sort of music. His speech is
wonderfully distinct and articulate, not rapid nor
hesitating. He is plain in bis dress, and never wears
silk or purple or gold chains, except when it would
be a breach of decorum not to put them on. Itis
surprising how careless he is of ceremonies which
common people are apt to think constitute polite-
ness. - As he does not exact them from any one, so
he is not very scrupulous to observe them himself,
neither in the ordinary intercourse with men nor at
table ; although he is not ignorant of them, when
be chooses. But he thinks it effeminate and un-
wortby of a man to consume time in trifles of this
sort.

“ Formerly he kept himself aloof from court, and
the familiarity of princes, because he was particu-
larly inimical to arrogance and fond of equality ; for,
indeed, you will find scarcely any court so well reg-
ulated as to be free from clamor and intrigue and
hypocrisy and luxury and claims of superiority.
Henry VIII. was able, not without great difficulty,
to draw him to his court, although no one would
desire a prince more condescending and well bred.

“ By nature More is rather fond of his ease ; but
a8 he indulges his inclination when opportunity pre-
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sents, 8o when business demands his attention, no
one is more active and persevering. He seems to
have been born and fashioned for friendship, in
which he is very sincere and constant. He is not
afraid of the molvgidle which Hesiod discommends.
He is open to the acquaintance of any one, not diffi-
cult in his choice, forward and constant in cherish-
ing and preserving friendship. If he lights upon
any person whose faults he cannot mepd, he
withdraws from his society as occasion permits,
letting his friendship die a natural death, not using
violence. When he finds any sincere and congen-
ial to his disposition, he is so charmed with their
company and conversation that they seem to con-
stitute his chief happiness. For to billiards, dice,
cards, and other games, with which the herd of
great folks are wont to beguile the tedious hours, he
has not the least inclination. In his own affairs he
is somewhat negligent; but, in taking care of the
business of his fiiends, no one can be more atten-
tive. In a word, if any one seek for a perfect pat-
tern of friendship, he will find none better than
More.

“In society he has so much affability and sweet-
ness of manners, that there is no person of the se-
verest disposition that he does not enliven, no busi-
ness so appalling that he does not dissipate its irk-
someness. From a boy he was so much delighted
with jests, that he seemed born-for them, but he
never indulged in buffoonery nor detraction. When
a youth, he wrote and acted little comedies. If any
one ever said any thing smart, he was always pleas-
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ed with it, even though the observation were direct-
ed against himself, so fond is he of whateveris witty
and savours of genius. Whence he used to make
epigrams when a young man, and was particularly
pleased with Lucian, and what is more, he set me
to writing ¢ The Praise of Folly,” which to be sure
is pretty much like making a camel dance. Noth-
ing occurs among men, even in the most serious af-
fairs, in which he does not hunt for entertainment.
If he has to do with men of learning and ability,
he is charmed with their talents; if with the ignor-
ant and fools, he enjoys their folly. He is not dis-
pleased with the professed jesters of great men, ac-
commodating himself with woanderful facility to the
feelings of all. With women, commonly, and even
with his wife, he is always laughing and cracking
jokes. You would say he was another Democritus,
or rather, that Pythagorean philosopher, who used
to saunter in the market, speculating upon the bus-
tle of buyers and sellers. No one is less swayed
by the opinion of the multitude, and on the other
hand, no one adheres more closely to common
sense.

“ He takes a peculiar pleasure in observing the
forms and habits and affections of the different ani-
mals ; there is scarcely any species of bird which
he does not keep at his house ; so of any rare ani-
mal, as the ape, fox, weasel, ferret, and the like.
And if he meets besides with any thing foreign or
otherwise curious, he purchases it with great eager-
ness. Every corner of his house is so filled with
these things, that no one can enter without finding
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something to gaze at, and More’s delight is renewed
as often as he sees others entertained.

“ He was instructed in the rudiments of learning
in his earliest years. 1In his youth he applied him-
self to Greek literature and the study of plilosophy,
in which his father, otherwise a sensible and excel-
lent man, was so far from favoring him, that he
left him destitute of all assistance, and was almost
tempted to disinherit him, because he was unwilling
to devote himself to his own profession, which was
that of a practiser of the laws of England. This
profession, as it is wholly foreign to literature, so
with the English, those who acquire influence by it
are ‘reckoned among the greatest and most distin-
guished men, and scarcely any road leads so di-
rectly to wealth and honors ; for this study has laid
the foundation of most of the noble families in that
island. They hold that no person can be a thorough-
bred lawyer without toiling many years. Where-
fore, although his young mind, born for better things,
had some reason to be disgusted with these dry
studies, yet, after tasting of literature, he became
so well versed in the law that litigants consulted no
one with more willingness, and no lawyer, who at-
tended to nothing besides his profession, had a more
lucrative practice. So great was the force and ac-
tivity of his mind.

« In addition to all this, he bestows no small labor
upon the volumes of the orthodox divines. He had
hardly arrived at manhood, when he read public
lectures to a full audience upon the books of St.
Austin ‘De Civitate Dei;’ and it was neither dis-
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reputable nor unprofitable for priests and' old men
to learn sacred truths fiom a youth and a layman.
At this time, he gave his whole mind to religion,
preparing himself by vigils and fastings and prayers
for the office of a priest. In which he was not -
much wiser than most of those who rashly enter
upon so arduous a profession without any previous
trial of themselves. Nothing prevented him from
adopting this course of life, except that he found it
impossible to shake off his desire of being married ;
80 he chose to be a chaste husband rather than an -
incontinent priest.

“He married into a family of distinction. He
selected a woman who was young and untaught,
(baving always lived with her parents and sisters in
the country,) in order that he might mould her to
his own notions. He had her instructed in letters
and in every kind of music, and formed her in sucl}'
a manner that he would have been well satisfied to
spend his life with her, had he not been deprived of
her by her premature death. He had several child-
ren by her, of whom three girls are living, Marga-
ret, Heloise, and Cecilia, and a son named John.
He could not endure to remain long a widower, al-
though his friends so advised him. In a few months
after the burial of his wife, he married a widow,
more for the sake of taking care of his family than
for pleasure; for she was not handsome, and no
chicken, as he himself used merrily to say ; but she
was a notable housewife. He lives with her, how-
ever, just as pleasantly as if she were the most
lovely creature in the world. Seldom does any hus-
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band obtain so much obsequiousness from his wife
by authority and severity, as he by his caresses and
pleasantry. For what may he not accomplish, after
he has effected that a wife, already verging towards
old age, and not the most pliable for such a purpose,
and very attentive besides to her affairs, should learn
to play on the harp, the lute, the monochord, and
the flageolet, and every day perform a task on them
at his requisition ? In the same gentle manner he
governs all his family ; no bustle, no scolding. If
any difficulty arises, he finds means to remove it.
He never let any one leave him with feelings of en-
mity on either side. A felicity, decreed by fate,
seems attached to his house, in which no one ever
lived who was not advanced to better fortune; in
which no one ever contracted a stain upon his repu-
tation. We seldom meet with persons who live in
such harmony with their mothers as he did with his
stepmother — for his father had already married a
second wife — each of them he loved like his own
mother. And now lately his father is married to a
third ; and More swears upon his honor he never
saw a better. Towards his parents and children
and sisters, his behaviour is neither troublesome
from importunate kindness, nor wanting in the offi-
ces of affection. His mind is entirely free from sor-
did love of money. He lays up for his children out
of his income such a sum as he thinks will be suffi-
cient for them, and the residue he generously ex-
pends. .

“ While he practised at the bar, he gave every per-
son correct and friendly advice, with an eye to their
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advantage, and not his own. Many he used to per-
suade to settle their disputes, telling them it would
cost them less. If he did not succeed, (for there
are some who like to be engaged in lawsuits,) he
then told them in what way they might contend at
the least expense. In London, his native city, he
acted for many years as a judge in civil causes;
which office required very little labor (for the court
was held only on Thursdays in the forenoon) and
was very honorable. No judge despatched more
causes, or conducted himself with stricter integrity.
He frequently gave back the money which suitors
are bound by usage to pay; for before every trial
the plaintiff lays down three groats, and the de-
fendant the like sum, and it is illegal to exact any
more, By this behaviour he has rendered himself
very dear to his fellow citizens. He had determin-
ed to rest satisfied with this situation, which was
sufficiently respectable, and not exposed to great
hazards.

“ More than once, was he compelled to go upon
embassies — in which he displayed so much ability,
that the most serene Henry VIIIL. would not be con-
tented until he had dragged him to court. I say
dragged, because no one was ever more solicitous
to gain admittance than he to avoid it. But when
that excellent king designed to fill his cabinet with
men of learning and wisdom and virtue, among oth-
ers he sent for More in particular, with whom he is
80 intimate that he never lets him go from him. If
business is to be transacted, no one is a better coun-
sellor; and if the king chooses to unbend his mind
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by pleasant conversation, no companion is more
agreeable.

“ Difficult causes frequently require a judge of
great authority and discreetness. More manages
them so skilfully, that both the parties feel under
obligations to him. He never was prevailed upon
to take a bribe. Happy for the people, if the prince
always appointed magistrates like More. Nor has
any haughtiness followed in the train of these hon-
ors. In the midst of this throng of affairs he re-
members his humble old friends, and often recurs
to his favorite letters. All the influence he derives
from his dignity and the favor of a munificent
prince, he uses for the public good and the benefit of
his friends. His disposition always inclined him to
confer favors, and was wonderfully turned to kind-
ness; and he shows it the more, now his means of
gratifying it are increased. To one he gives pe-
cuniary aid ; another he protects by his authority ;
another he advances by his recommendation. And
to those, whorn he can assist in no other way, he gives
good advice ; so that no one ever leaves him with
a sad countenance. More may be called the patron
of all the poor. He accounts it a great gain if he
has been able to relieve the oppressed, to extricate
the perplexed and embarrassed, to restore the alien-
ated to favor. He bestows a kindness with the ut-
most willingness and never reminds one of it. Al-
though he is perfectly happy with so many debtors,
- and felicity is apt to be attended by vain glory, yet
T never saw a man more free from this fault.

“]I return to the mention of the studies which
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chiefly conciliated the mutual affection between
More and myself. In the early part of his life he
attended most to writing verse; afterwards he la-
bored a long time to'render his prose more harmo-
nious, trying his hand at every style of composition ;
with what success, it is needless to say,—to you es-
pecially, who have his works perpetually in your
hands. He was particularly fond of disputations,
and for these he preferred paradoxical subjesets, be-
cause they gave greater scope for ingenuity. { Hence,
when he was but a lad, he undertook a dialogue, in
which he even defended Plato’s community of wives
He answered Lucian’s Tyrranicide, in which argu-
ment he wished me to oppose him, in order that he
might make a more satisfactory experiment of his
proficiency. (He published the Utopia for the pur- \
pose of pointing out inconveniencies in government, °
with a particular reference, however, to the Brit-
ish constitution, which he understands thoroughly. |
The second book was composed first in a period of |
leisure ; he afterwards wrote the first book in haste,
as occasion served.! Hence there is some inequal-
ity in the stylea In extempore speaking he is very
happy. His invention is probapt and always antici-
pating ; his memory ready, — which, as it has every
thing numbered, — if I may use the expression, —
suggests at once whatever the time or Subject de-
mands. In controversies he is exceedingly acute,
so that he frequently gives trouble to the ablest the-
ologians, even when contending on subjects belong-
ing to their own province. John Colet, a man of
shrewd and correct judgment, often says in conver-

\
\
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sation, that Britain possesses but a single genius;
- though fine geniuses abound in that island.

« He cultivates true piety with assiduity, but he
detests all superstition. He has stated hours, in
which he offers prayers to God, which come from
the heart, and are not a mere ceremony. With his
friends he discourses of a future life in such a man-
ner, that you may know he speaks from his soul,
and not without the best hope. Such is More, even

" in a court. And yet there are some who think
christians are no where to be found butin a mon-
astery.

“You here have a copy from a most excellent
original, poorly drawn by a very bad artist. It will
please you the less, if you should ever become ac-
quainted with More. But I have taken care that
you shall not accuse me of disobedience, nor always
reproach me for the shortness of my letters. Al-
though this one has not seemed long to me while
writing it—and I know it will not be tedious to
you when you read it — which is all owing to the
charm of our friend.”

ANTWERP, JULY 23, 1519.
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THE

AUTHOR’S EPISTLE

PETER GILES.

1 am almost ashamed, my dearest Peter Giles,
to send you this book of the Utopian Common-
wealth, after almost a year’s delay ; when you no
doubt looked for it in six weeks. For as you are
sensible that I had no occasion to make use of
my invention, or to take pains to put things into
a method, because I had nothipg to do but to
repeat exactly what I heard Raphael relate in
your presence; so a studied elegance of expres-
sion would have been here unnecessary. Since
as he delivered things to us of the sudden, and in
a careless style, — he being, you know, a greater
master of the Greek than of the Latin, — the
plainer my words are, they will the better resem-
ble his simplicity, and will consequently be nearer
to the truth. This is all that I think lies on me,
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and the only thing in which I thought myself con-
cerned. I confess that I had here very little left
for me to do; for the invention and ordering of
such a scheme would have cost a man, whose
capacity and learning was of the ordinary stand-
ard, some pains and time. But if it had been
necessary that this relation should have been not
only consistent with truth, but exbressed with
elegance, it could never have been performed by
me, even after all the pains and time that I could
have bestowed upon it. My part in it was so
very small, that it could not give me much trea-
ble, all that belonged to me being only to give
true and full account of the things that I had
heard. :

(But though this required so very little of my
time, yet even that little was long denied me by
my other affairs, which press much upon me : for
while in pleading and hearing, in judging or
composing of causes, in waiting on some men
upon business, and on others out of respect, the
greatest part of the day is spent on other men’s
affairs, the remainder of it must be given to my
family at home, so that I can reserve no part of
it to myself, that is, to my study. I must talk
with my wife, and chat with my children, and I
have somewhat to say to my servants. All these
things I reckon as a part of business, except a
man will resolve to be a stranger at homﬁ for
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with whomsoever either nature, chance, or choice
has engaged a man in any commerce, he must
endeavour to make himself as acceptable to those
about him as he possibly can ; using still such a
temper, that he may not spoil them by an exces-
sive gentleness, so that his servants may not be-
come his masters. In such things as these, days,
months, and years slip away: what is then left
for writing? And yet I have said nothing of
that time that must go for sleep, or for meat ; in
which many waste almost as much of their. time
as in sleep, which consumes very near the half
of our life ; and indeed all the time which I can
gain to myself, is that which I steal from my
sleep and my meals; and because that is not
much, I have made but a slow progress. Yet as
it is somewhat, I have at last got to an end of my
Utopia, which I now send to you, and expect that
after you have read it, you will let me know if
you can put me in mind of any thing that has
escaped me; for thoygh I would. think myself
very happy, if I had but as much invention and
learning as I know I have memory, which makes
me generally depend much upon it, yet I do not
rely so entirely on it, as to think I can forget
nothing.
My servant, John Clement, has started some
- things that shake me. You know he was pres-
ent with us, as I think he ought to be at every
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conversation that may be of use to him; for I
promise myself great matters from the progress
he has so early made in the Greek and Roman
learning. As far as my memory serves me, the
bridge over Anyder, at Amaurot, was, according
to Raphael’s account, five hundred paces broad ;
but John assures me, he spoke only of three
hundred paces. Therefore, pray recollect what
you can remember of this : for if you agree with
him, I will believe that 1 have been mistaken;
but if you remember nothing of it, I will not
alter what I have written, because it is according
to the best of my remembrance. For as I will
take care that there may be nothing falsely set
down, so if there is any thing doubtful, though I
may perhaps tell a lie, yet 1 am sure I will not
make one; for I would rather pass for a good
man than for a wise one. But it will be easy to cor-
rect this mistake, if you can either meet with
Raphael himself, or know how to write to him.

I have another difficulty that presses me more,
and makes your writing to him the more neces-
sary ; — I know not whom I ought to blame for
it, whether Raphael, you, or myself ; — for as we
did not think of asking it, so neither did he of
telling us, in what part of the new world Utopia
is situated. This was such an omission, that I
would gladly redeem it at any rate. I am asham-

old so many things comn-
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cerning this island, I cannot let my readers know
in what sea it lies. There are some among us
that have a mighty desire to go thither; and in
particular, one pious divine is very earnest upon
it, not so much out of a vain curiosity of seeing
unknown countries, as that he may advance our
religion, which is so happily begun to be planted
there; and that he may do this regularly, he in-
tends to procure a mission from the Pope, and to
be sent thither as their bishop. In such a case
as this, he makes no scruple of aspiring to that
character, but thinks such ambition meritorious,
while actuated solely by a pious zeal; he desires
it only as the means of advancing the Christian
religion, and not for any honor or advantage that
may accrue to himself. Therefore I earnestly
beg, that if you can possibly meet with Raphael,
or if you know how to write to him, you will be
pleased to inform yourself of these things, that
there may be no falsehood left in my book, nor
any important truth wanting. And perhaps it

\/will not be unfit to let him see the book itself; -

for as no man can correct any errors that may be
in it so well as he, so by reading it he will be
able to give a more perfect judgment of it, than
he can do upon any discourse concerning it : and
you will likewise be able to discover whether this
undertaking of mine is acceptable to him or not;
for if he intends to write a relation of his travels,
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perhaps he will not be pleased that I should prevent
him, in that part that belongs to the Utopian com-
monwealth ; since, if I should do so, his book
will not surprise the world with the pleasure
which this new discovery will give the age. And
I am so little fond of appearing in print upon
this occasion, that if he dislikes it, I will lay it
aside; and even though he should approve of it,
I am not positively determined as to the publish-
ing it. Men’s tastes differ much; some are of
50 morose a temper, 8o sour a disposition, and
make such absurd judgments of things, that men
of cheerful and lively tempers, who indulge their
genius, seem much more happy than those who
waste their time and strength in order to publish-
ing a book, which, though of itself it might be
useful or pleasant, yet, instead of being well
received, will be sure to be either laughed at or
censured. Many know nothing of learning, and
others despise it. A man that is accustomed to ~
a coarse and harsh style, thinks every thing is
rough that is not barbarous. Our trifling preten-

derstolearning think all is slight that is not dress-

ed up in words that are worn out of use. Some

love only old things, and many like nothing but

what is their own. Some are so sour that they

can allow no jests, and others so dull that they

can endure nothing that is sharp; while others

are as much afraid of any thing gay and lively,
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as a man bit with a mad dog is of water. Others
are so light and unsettled, that their thoughts
change as quick as they do their postures. Some
again, when they meet in taverns, take upon
them, among their cups, to pass ¢ensures very
freely on all writers, and with a supercilious lib-
erty, to condemn every thing they do not like:
in which they have an advantage, like that of a
bald man, who can catch hold of another by the
hair, while the other cannot return the like upon
him. ‘They are safe, as it were, from gunshot,
since there is nothing in them solid enough to be
taken hold of. Others are so unthankful, that
even when they are well pleased with a book,
yet they think they owe nothing to the author ;
and are like those rude guests, who, after they
have been well entertained at a good dinner,
when they have glutted their appetites, go away
without so much as thanking him that treated
them. But who would put himself to the charge
of making a feast for men of such nice palates,
and so different tastes, who are so forgetful of the
civilities that are paid them? But do you once
clear those points with Raphael, and then it will
be time enough to consider whether it be fit to
publish it or not; for since I have been at the
pains to write it, if he consents to its being pub-
lished, I will follow my friends’ advice, and
chiefly yours.
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Farewell, my dear Peter, commend me kindly
to your good wife, and love me still as you used
to do, for I assure you I love you daily more and
more.



UTOPIA.*

INTRODUCTION.

Henry the Eighth, the unconquered king of
England, a prince adorned with all the virtues
that become a great monarch, having some differ-
ences of no small consequence with Charles, the
most serene prince of Castile, sent me into Flan-
ders, as his ambassador, for treating and compos-
ing matiers between them. I was colleague
and companion to that incomparable man, Cuth-
bert Tunstall, whom the king, with such univer-
sal applause, lately made Master of the Rolls;
but of whom I will say nothing ; not because I
fear that the testimony of a friend will be sus-
pected, but rather because his learning and vir-
tues are too great for me to do them justice, and
so well known, that they need not my commen-

* The original title was as follows : ¢ Of the best state
of a Commonwealth, and of the new island of Utopia.”
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dations, unless I would, according to the proverb,
‘“ show the sun with a lantern.”

Those that were appointed by the prince to
treat with us, met us at Bruges, according to
agreement; they were all worthy men. The Mar-
grave of Bruges was their head, and the chief
man among them ; but he that was esteemed the
wisest, and that spoke for the rest, was George
Temse, the Provost of Casselsee: both art and na-
ture had concurred to make him eloquent. He
was very learned in the law; and, as he had a

‘ great capacity, so, by a long practice in affairs,
he was very dexterous at unravelling them.

After we had several times met, without com-
ing to an agreement, they went to Brussels for
some days, to know the prince’s pleasure ; and,
since our business would admit it, I went to Ant-
werp. While I was there, among many that
vigited me, there was one that was more accept-
able to me than any other; Peter Giles, born at
Antwerp, who is a man of great honor, and of a
good rank in his town, though less than he de-
serves ; for I do not know if there be any where
to be found a more learned and a better bred
young man: for as he is both a very worthy and
a very knowing person, so he is so civil to all
men, so particularly kind to his friends, and so
full of candor and affection, that there is not
perhaps above one or two any where to be found,
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that is in all.re%ec so perfecta friend. He is
extraordinarily est; there is no artifice in
him ; and yet n8 man has more of a prudent sim-
plicity. His conversation was so pleasant and so
innocently cheerful, that his company in a great
measure lessened any longings to go back to my
country, and to my wife and children, which
an absence of four months ‘had quickened very
much. )

One day as I was returning home from mass
at St. Mary’s, which is the chief church, and the
most frequented of any in Antwerp, I saw him
by accident talking with a stranger, who seemed
past the flower of his age ; his face was tanned,
he had a long beard, and his cloak was hanging
carelessly about him ; so that by his looks and
habit I concluded he was a seaman. As soon as
Peter saw me, he came and saluted me ; and as
I was returning his civility, he took me aside,
and pointing to him with whom he had been
discoursing, he said, ‘ Do you see that man? I
was just thinking to bring him to you.” I an-
swered, ‘ He should have been very welcome on
your account.”” ‘“And on his own too,” re-
plied he, “if you knew the man; for there is
none alive that can give so copious an account of
unknown nations and countries as he can do;
which I know you very much desire.” ¢ Then,”
said I, “ I did not guess amiss ; for at first sight I
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took him for a seaman.” ‘ But you are much
mistaken,” said he; “for he has not sailed as a
seaman, but as a traveller, or rather a philoso-
pher. This Raphael, who from his family car-
ries the name of Hythloday, is not ignorant of
the Latin tongue, but is eminently learned in the
Greek, having applied himself more particularly
to that than to the former, because he had given
himself much to philosophy, in which he knew
that the Romans have left us nothing that is val-
uable, except what is to be found in Seneca and
Cicero. He is a Portuguese by birth, and was
so desirous of seeing the world, that he divided
his estate among his brothers, run the same haz-
ard as Americus Vesputius, and bore a share in
three of his four voyages, that are now publish-
ed; only he did not return with him in his last,
but obtained leave of him, almost by force, that
he might be one of those twenty-four who were
left at the farthest place at which they touched,
in their last voyage to New Castile. The leav-
ing him thus did not a little gratify one that was
more fond of travelling than of returning home,
to be buried in his own country; for he used
often to say, that the way to heaven was the same
from all places, and he that had no grave had the
heavens still over him. Yet this disposition of
mind had cost him dear, if God had not been
very gracious to him; for after he, with five Cas

5y
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tilians, had travelled over many countries, at last,
by strange good fortune, he got to Ceylon, and
from thence to Calicut, where he very happily
found some Portuguese ships; and, beyond all
men’s expectations, returned to his native coun-
try.”

When Peter had said this to me, I thanked
him for his kindness, in intending to give me the
acquaintance of a man, whose conversation he
knew would be so acceptable; and upon that
Raphael and I embraced each other. After
t hose civilities were past, which are -usual with
strangers upon their first meeting, we all went to
my house, and entering into the garden, sat down
on a green bank, and entertained one another in
discourse.

He told us, that when Vesputius had sailed
away, he and his companions that stayed behind
in New Castile, by degrees insinuated them-
selves into the affections of the people of the
country, meeting often with them, -and treating
them gently; and at last they not only lived
among them without danger, but conversed fa-
miliarly with them; and got so far into the heart
-of a prince, whose name and country I have for-
got, that he both furnished them plentifully with
all things necessary, and also with the conven-

" iencies of travelling, both boats when they went
by water, and wagons when they travelled over

s
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land. He sent with them a very faithful guide,
who was to introduce and recommend them to
such other princes as they had a mind to see.
And after many days’ journey, they came to
towns, and cities, and to commonwealths, that
were both happily governed and well peopled.
Under the Equator, and as far on both sides of
it as the sun moves, there lay vast deserts that
were parched with the perpetual heat of the sun;
the soil was withered, all things looked dismally,
and all places were either quite uninhabited, or
abounded with wild beasts and serpents, and
some few men, that were neither less wild nor
less cruel than the beasts themselves. But as
they went farther, a new scene opened ; all things
. grew milder, the air less burning, the soil more
verdant, and even the beasts were less wild ; and
at last there were nations, towns, and cities, that
had not only mutual commerce among themselves
and with their neighbours, but traded, both by
sea and land, to very remote countries. There
they found the conveniencies of seeing many
countries on all hands; for no ship went any
voyage into which he and his companions were
not very welcome. The first vessels that they
saw were flat-bottomed, their sails were made
of reeds and wicker woven close together, only
some were of leather; but afterwards they found
ships made with round keels, and canvass sails,
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and in all respects like our ships; and the
seamen understood both astronomy and navi-
‘gation. He got' wonderfully into their favor,
by showing them the use of the needle, of which
till then they were utterly ignorant. 'They sailed
before with great caution, and only in summer
time ; but now they count all seasons alike, trust-
ing wholly to the loadstone, in which they are
perhaps more secure than safe; so that there is
reason to fear that this discovery, which was
thought would prove so much to their advantage,
may, by their imprudence, become an occasion of
much mischief to them. .

But it were too long to dwell on all that he
told us that he had observed in every place; it
would be too great a digression from our present
purpose. Whatever is necessary to be told con-
cerning those wise and prudent institutions which
he observed among civilized nations, may per-
haps be related by us on a more proper occasion.
We asked him many questions concerning all
these things, to which he answered very wil-
lingly ; only we made no inquiries after monsters,
than which nothing is more common ; for every
where one may hear of ravenous dogs and wolves,
and cruel men-eaters; but it is not so easy to
find states that are well and wisely governed.

As he told us of many things that were amiss
in those new discovered countries, so he reck-

2
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oned up not a few things, from which patterns
might be taken for correcting the errors of these
nations among whom we live; of which an ac~
count may be given, as I have already promised,
at some other time ; for at present I intend only
" to relate those ‘particulars that he told us of the
manners and laws of the Utopians. But I will
begin with the occasion that led us to speak of
that commonwealth. After Raphael had dis-
coursed with great judgment on the many errors
that were both among us and these nations; had
treated of the wise institutions both here and
there, and had spoken as distinctly of the cus-
toms and government of every nation through
which he had passed, as if he had spent his whole
life in it; Peter being struck with admiration,
said, ““ I wonder, Raphael, how it comes that
you enter into no king’s service, for I am sure
there are none to whom you. would not be very
acceptable ; for your learning and knowledge,
both of men and things, is such, that you would
not only entertain them very pleasantly, but be
of great use to them, by the examples you could set
before them, and the advices you could give them ;
and by this means you would both serve your own
interest, and be of great use to all your friends.”

“As for my friends,” answered he, ‘I need
not be much concerned, having already done
for them all that was incumbent on me; for
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when I was not only in good health, but fresh
and young, I distributed that among my kindred
and friends, which other people do not part with
till they are old and sick ; when they then un-
willingly give that which they can enjoy no longer
themselves. I think my friends ought to rest
-contented with this, . and not to expect that for
their sakes I should enslave myself to any king
whatsoever.” “ Soft and fair!” said Peter, “I
do not mean that you should be a slave to any
king, but only that you should assist them, and
be useful to them.” ¢ The change of the word,”
said he, ¢ does not alter the matter.” ¢ But term
it as you will,” replied Peter, “I do not see any
other way in which you can be so useful, both in .
private to your friends, and to the public, and by
which you can make your own condition hap-
pier.”” “ Happier!” answered Raphael, ¢ is that
to be compassed in a way so abhorrent to my
genius? Now I live as I will, to which I believe
few courtiers can pretend ; and there are so many
that court the favor of great men, that there will
be no great loss, if they are not troubled either
with me or with others of my temper.” Upon
this said I, “ I perceive, Raphael, that you nei-
ther desire wealth nor greatness; and indeed I
value and admire such a man much more than I
do amy of the great men in the world. YetI
think you would do what would well become so
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generous and philosophical a soul as yours is, if
you would apply your time and thoughts to pub-
lic affairs, even though you may happen to find
it a little uneasy to yourself; and this you can
never do with so much advantage, as by being
taken into the council of some great prince, and
putting him on noble and worthy actions, which
I know you would do if you were in such a post ;
for the springs both of good and evil flow from.
the prince over a whole nation, as from a lasting
fountain. So much learning as you have, even
without practice in affairs, or so great a practice
as you have had, without any other learning,
would render you a very fit counsellor to any

‘king whatsoever.”

“You are doubly mistaken,” said he, ¢ Mr.

~ More, both in your opinion of me, and in the

judgment you make of things; for as I have not
that capacity that you fancy I have, so, if I had
it, the public would not be one jot the better,
when I had sacrificed my quiet to it. For most
princes apply themselves more to affairs of war -
than to the useful arts of peace; and in these I
neither have any knowledge, nor do I much de-

. sireit. They are generally more set on acquiring

new kingdoms, right or wrong, than on governing
well those they possess. And among the minis-
ters of princes, there are none that are not so

* wise as to need no assistance, or at least that do
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not think themselves so wise, that they imagine
they need none ;" and if they court any, it is only
those for whom the prince has much personal
favor, whom by their fawnings and flatteries they
endeavour to fix to their own interests. And in- -
deed nature has so made us, that we all love to be
flattered, and to please ourselves with our own no-
tions; the old crow loves his young and the ape her
cubs. Now, if in such a court, made up of per-
sons ‘'who envy all others, and only admire them-
selves, a person should but propose any thing
that he had either read in history, or observed in
his travels, the rest would think that the reputa-
tion of their wisdom would sink, and that their
interests would be much depressed, if they could
not run it down ; and if all other things failed, ,
then they would fly to this, that such or such ‘
things pleased our ancestors, and it were well for

. us if we could but match them. They would
set up their rest on such an answer, as a sufficient
confutation of all that could be said; as if it
were a great misfortune that any should be found
wiser than his ancestors. But though they wil-
lingly let go all the good things that were among
those of former ages, yet, if better things are
proposed, they cover themselves obstinately with
this excuse of reverence to past times. I have
met with these proud, morose, and absurd judg-
ments of things in many places, particularly once
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in England.” ¢ 'Wag you ever there,” said 1?
“Yes, I was,” answered he, “ and stayed some
months there, not long after the rebellion in the
West was suppressed, with a great slaughter of
the poor people that were engaged in it.

“J was then much obliged to that reverend
prelate, John Morton, Archbishop of Canterbury,
cardinal, and chancellor of England; a man,”
said he, “Peter, (for Mr. More knows well what

‘he was), that was not less venerable for his wis-
‘dom and virtues, than for the high character he

bore. He was of a middle stature, not broken
with age; his looks begot reverence rather than
fear ; his conversation was easy, but serious and
grave ; he sometimes took pleasure to try the
force of those that came as suitors to him upon
business, by speaking sharply, though decently,
to them, and by that he discovered their spirit
and presence of mind ; with which he was much
delighted, when it did not grow up to impudence,
as bearing a great resemblance te his own tem-
per; and he looked on such persons as the fittest
men for affairs. He spoke both gracefully and
weightily ; he was eminently skilled in the law,
had a vast understanding, and a prodigious mem-
ory ; and those excellent talents with which na-
ture had furnished him, were improved by study
and experience. When I was in England, the
king depended much on his counsels, and the
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government seemed to be- chiefly supported by
him; for from his youth he had been all along
practised in affairs; and heving passed through
many traverses of fortune, he had with great cost
acqunired a vast stock of wisdom, which is not
soon lost when it is purchased so dear.

““One day, when I was dining with him, there
happened to be at table one of the English law-
yers, who took occasion to run out in a high
commendation of the severe execution of justi
upon thieves, who, as he said, were then hange
so fast, that there were sometimes twenty on on:
gibbet ; and upon that he said he could not won-

_der enough how it came to pass, that since o0
few escaped, there were yet so many thieves left,
who were still robbing in all places. Upon this,
I, who took the boldness to speak freely before the
cardinal, said, “ There was no reason to wonder
at the matter, since this way of punishing thieves

was neither just in itself nor good for the public; | /- :

for as the severity was too great, so the remedy
was not effectual ; simple theft not being so great
a crime, that it ought to cost a man his life ; no
punishment, how severe soever, being able to re-
strain those from robbing, who can find out no
other way of livelihood. In this, said I, not only
you in England, but a great part of the world,
imitate some ill masters, that are readier to chas-
tise their scholars than to teach them. There are



24 UTOPIA.

dreadful punishments enacted against thieves;
but it were much better to make such good pro-
visions, by which every man might be put in a

_ {method how to live, and so be preserved from the

fatal necessity of stealing, and of dying for it.”

¢ There has been care enough taken for that,”
said he ; *there are many handicrafts, and there
is husbandry, by which they may make a shift to
live, unless they have a greater mind to follow ill
courses.” ¢ That will not serve your turn,” said
I, “for many lose their limbs in civil or foreign
wars, ag lately in the Cornish rebellion, and some
time ago in your wars with France, who, being
thus mutilated in the service of their king and
country, can no more follow their old trades, and
are too old to learn new ones. But since wars
are only accidental things, and have intervals,
let us consider those things that fall out every
day. There is a great number of noblemen
among you, that are themselves as idle as drones,
that subsist on other men’s labor, on the labor
of their tenants, whom, to raise their revenues,
they pare to the quick. This, indeed, is the
only instance of their frugality; for in all other

‘things they are prodigal, even to the beggaring of

themselves. But, besides this, they carry about
with them a great number of idle fellows, who
never learned any art by which they may gain
their living; and these, as soon as either their
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lord dies, or they themselves fall sick, are turned
out of deors; for your lords are readier to feed
idle people than to. take care of the sick; and
often the heir is not able to keep together so
great a family as his predecessor did. Now,
when the stomachs of those that are thus turned
out of doors grow keen, they rob no less keenly.
And what else can theydo? For when, by wan-
dering about, they have worn out both their health
and their clothes, and are tattered, and look
ghasfly, men of quality will not entertain them;
and poor men dare not do it, knowing that one
who has been bred up in idleness and pleasure,
and who was used to walk about with his sword
and buckler, despising all the neighbourhood with
an insolent scorn as far below him, is not fit for
the spade and mattock ; nor will he serve a poor
man for so small a hire and on so low a diet as
he can afford to give him.”

To this he answered, “ This sort of men ought
to be particularly cherished, for in them consists
the force of the armies for which we have ocla-
sion ; since their birth inspires them with a no-
bler sense of honor than is to be found among
tradesmen or ploughmen.” “You may as well
say,” replied I, ‘“that you must cherish thieves
on the account of wars, for you will never want
the one as long as you have the other; and as
robbers prove sometimes gallant soldiers, so sol-
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diers often prove brave robbers; so near an alli-
ance there is between those two sorts of life.
But this bad custom, so tommon among you, of
keeping many servants, is not peculiar to this
nation. In France there is yet a more pestif-
erous sort of people, for the whole country is
full of soldiers, still kept up in time of peace, if
such a state of a nation can be called a peace;
and these are kept in pay upon the same account
that you plead for those idle retainers about no-
blemen ; this being a maxim of those preténded
statesmen, that it is necessary for the public safety
to have a good body of veteran soldiers ever in
readiness. They think raw men are not to be
depended on ; and they sometimes seek occasions
for making war, that they may train up their sol-
diers in the art of cutting throats, or, as Sallust
observed, ‘for keeping their hands in use, that
they may not grow dull by too long an intermis-
sion.” But France has learned, to its cost, how
dangerous it is w feed such beasts. The fate
of the Romans, Carthaginians, and Syrians, and
many other nations and cities, which were' both
overturned and quite ruined by those standing
armies, should make others wiser. And the folly
of this maxim of the French appears -plainly
even from this, that their trained soldiers often
find your raw men prove too hard for them ; of
which I will not say much, lest you may think I
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flatter the English. Every day’s experience
shows, that the mechanics in the towns, or the
clowns in the country, are not afraid of fighting
with those idle gentlemen, if they are not disa-
bled by some misfortune in their body, or dis-
pirited by extreme want ; so that you need not
fear, that those well-shaped and strong men (for
it is only such that noblemen love to keep about
them, till they spoil them), who now grqw feeble
with ease, and are softened with their effeminate
manner of life, would be less fit for action if they
were well bred and well employed. And it
seems very unreasonable, that, for. the pros
of a war, which you need never have but when
you please, you should maintain so many idle
men, as will always disturb you in time of peace,
which is'ever to be more considered than war.
“But I do not think that this necessity of
stealing arises only from hence ; there is another ’
cause of it more peculiar to England.” ¢ What |
isthat1” said the cardinal. *The increase of |
.pasture,” said I, “by which your sheep, which
are naturally mild, and easily kept in order, may
be said now to devour men, and unpeople not
only villages but towns; for wherever it is found
that the sheep of any soil yield a softer and richer
wool than ordinary, there the nobility and gentry,
and even those holy men the abbots, not con
tented with the old rents which their farms yieldd
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ed, nor thinking it enough that they, living at
(their ease, do no good to the public, resolve to do
/it hurt instead of good. They stop the course of
j agriculture, destroying houses and towns, reserv-
+; ing only the churches, and enclose grounds that
~; they may lodge their sheep in them. As if for-
ests and parks had swallowed up too little of the
land, those worthy countrymen turn the best in-
habited places into solitudes. For when an in-
satiable wretch, who is a plague to his country,
resolves to enclose many thousand acres of
ground, the owners as well as tenants, are turned
out of their possessions, by trick or by main
force, or being wearied , out with ill usage, they
are forced to sell them. By which means those
miserable people, both men and women, married
and unmarried, old and young, with their poor,
but numerous families, (since country business
requires many hands,) are all forced to change
their seats, not knowing whither to go; and they
must sell, almost for nothing, their household
stuff, which could not bring them much money,
even though they might stay for a buyer. When
that little money is at an end, (for it will be soon
spent,) what is left for them to do, but either to
steal and so to be hanged, (God knows how just-
ly!) or to go about and beg? And if they do
this, they are put in prison asidle vagabonds;
while they would willingly work, but can find
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none that will hire them; for there is no more
occasion for country labor, to which they have
been bred, when there is no arable ground left.
One shepherd can look after a flock, which will
stock an extent of ground that would require
many hands, if it were to be ploughed and reap-
ed. This likewise in many places raises the
price of corn. The price of wool is also so ris-
en, that the poor people who were wont to make
cloth, are no more able to buy it; and this like-
wise makes many of them idle. For since the
increase of pasture, God has punished the ava-
rice of the owners by a rot among :the_sheep,
which has destroyed vast numbers of them; to
us it might have seemed more just had it fell on
the owners themselves.

¢“ But suppose the sheep'should increase ever so
much, their price is not like to fall ; .since though
they cannot be called a monopoly, because they
are not engrossed by one person, yet they are in
so few hands, and 'these are so rich, that as they
are not pressed to sell them sooner than they
have a mind to it, so they never do it till they,
have raised the price as high- as possible. And
on the same account it is, that the other kinds of
cattle are so dear, because many villages being
pulled down, and all country labor being much
neglected, there are none who make it their bu-
siness to breed them. The rich do not breed
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cattle as they do sheep, but buy them lean, and
at low prices ; and after they have fattened them
on their grounds, sell them again at high rates.
And I do not think that all the inconveniences
this will produce, are yet observed; for as they
gell the cattle dear, so, if they are consumed fast-
er than the breeding countries from which they
are brought can afford them, then the stock must
decrease, and this must needs end in great scar-
city; and by these means, this your island, which
seemed, as to this particalar, the happiest in the
world, will suffer much by the cursed avarice of
a few persons. Besides this, the rising of corn
makes all people lessen their families as much as
they can ; and what can those who are diminished
by them do, but either beg or rob? And to
this last, a man of a great mind is much sooner
drawn than to the former.

“ Luxury likewise breaks in apace upon you,
to set forward your poverty and misery ; there is
an excessive vanity in apparel, and great cost in
diet, and that not only in noblemen’s families,
but even among tradesmen, among the farmers
themselves, and among all ranks of persons.
You have also many infamous houses, and, be-
sides those that are known, the taverns and ale-
houses are no better; add to these, dice, cards,

l tables, football, tennis, and quoits, in which
money runs fast away ; and those that are initia-

A N
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ted into them, must, in the conclusion, betake
themselves to robbing for a supply. Banish these
plagues, and give orders that those who have dis-
peopled so much soil, may either rebuild the vi]-(
lages they have pulled down, or let out their|
grounds to such as will doit. Restrain those .
engrossings of the rich, that are as bad almost as:
monopolies ; leave fewer occasions to idleness;
let agriculture be set up again, and the manufac- -
ture of the wool be regulated, that so there may
be work found for those companies of idle peo-
ple, whom want forces to be thieves, or who now
being idle vagabonds, or useless servants, will
certainly grow thieves at last. If you do not
find a remedy to these evils, it is a vain thing to
boast of your severity in punishing theft ; which,
though it may have the appearance of justice,
yet in itself is neither just nor convenient: for,
if you suffer your people to be ill educated, and
their manners to be corrupted from their infancy,
and then punish them for those crimes to which
their first education disposed them, what else is -
to be concluded from this, but that you first make
thieves and then punish them ?”

While I was talking thus, the counsellor who
was present had prepared an answer, and had re-
solved to resume all I had said, according to the
formality of a debate, in which things are gene-
‘rally repeated more faithfully than they are an-
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swered ; as if the chief trial to be made were of
men’s memories. ““ You have talked prettily for
a stranger,” said he, ‘“having heard of many
things among us, which you have not been able
to consider well ; but I will make the whole mat-
ter plain to you, and will first repeat in order all
that you have said ; then I will show how much
your ignorance of our affairs has misled you, and
will, in the last place, answer all your arguments.
And that Ixmay begin where I promised, there
were four things ” ““ Hold your peace,” said
the cardinal,” “ this will take up too much time ;
therefore we will at present ease you of the trou-
ble of answering, and reserve it to our next meet-
ing, which shall be tomorrow, if Raphael’s af-
fairs and yours can admit of it. But, Raphael,”
" said he to me, “I would gladly know upon
what reason it is that you think theft ought not
to be punished by death, Would you give way
to it? Or do you propose any other punish-
ment that will be more useful to the public? For,
since death does not restrain theft, if men
thought their lives would be safe, what fear or
force could restrain ill men? On the contrary,
they would look on the mitigation of the punish-
ment as an invitation to commit more crimes.”

I answered, “It seems tome a very unjust
thing to take away a man’s life for a little money; -
for nothing in the world can be of equal value__

o
P
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life. And if it is said, that itis
“not for the money that one suffers, but for his
breaking the law, I must say, extreme justice is (-
an extreme injury; for we otm
of these terrible laws that make the smallest of:
fence capital, nor of that opinion of the Stoics,
that makes all crimes equal ; as if there were no
difference to be made between the killing a man
and the taking his purse, between which, if we
examine things impartially, there is no likeness
nor proportion. God has commanded us not to
kill ; and shall we kill so easily for a little money ?

in all other things, put what restrictions they

please upon the laws of God. If by the Mosai-

cal law, though it was rough and severe, as being
3
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a yoke laid on an obstinate- and servile nation,

men were only fined, and not putto death, for
“3 .’theft, we cannot imagine that in this new law of
mercy, in which God treats us with the tender-
ness of a father, he has given us a greater license
to cruelty than he did to the Jews. Upon these
reasons it is, that I think putting thieves to death
is not lawful ; and it is plain and obvious that it
is absurd and of ill consequence to the common-
wealth, that a thief and a murderer should be
equally punished ; for if a robber sees that his
danger is the same, if he is convicted of theft,
as if he were guilty of murder, this will naturally
incite him to kill the person whom otherwise
he would only have robbed ; since, if the punish-
ment is the same, there is more security, and less
danger of discovery, when he that can best make
it is put out of the way ; so that terrifying thieves
too much, provokes them to cruelty.

But as to the question, What more convenient
way of punishment can be found? I think it is
much easier to find out that, than to invent any
thing that is worse. Why should we doubt but
the way that was so long in use among the old
Romans, who understood so well the arts of gov-
ernment, was very proper for their punishment?
They condemned such as they found guilty of
great crimes, to work their whole lives in quar-
ries, or to dig in mines with chains about them.
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But the method that I liked best, was that which
I observed in my travels in Persia, among the
Polylerits, who are a considerable and well gov~
erned people. ‘They pay a yearly tribute to the
king of Persia; but in all other respects they
are a free nation, and governed by their own
laws. They lie far from the sea, and are envi-
roned with hills; and being contented with the
productions of their own country, which is very
fruitful, they have little commerce with any other
nation ; and as they, according to the genius of
their country, have no inclination to enlarge their
borders, so their mountains, and the pension they
pay to the Persian, secure them from all inva-
sions. Thus they have no wars among them ;
they live rather conveniently than with splendor,
and may be rather called a happy nation, than
either eminent or famous ; for I do not think that
they are known so much as by name to any but
their next neighbours.

Those that are found guilty of theft among
them, are bound to make restitution to the own-
er, and not, as it is in other places, to the prince;
for they reckon that the prince has no more right
to the stolen goods than the thief. ' But if that-
which was stolen is no more in being, then the
goods of the thieves are estimated, and restitu-
tion being made out of them, the remainder is
given to their wives and children; and they
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themselves are condemned to serve in the public
works, but are neither imprisoned nor chained,
unless there happens to be some extraordinary
circumstances in their crimes. They go about
looge and free, working for the public. If they
are idle or backward to work, they are whipped;
but if they work hard, they are well used, and
treated without any mark of reproach ; only the
lists of them are called always at night, and then
they are shut up. They suffer no other uneasi-
ness but this of constant labor ; for as they work
for the public, so they are well entertained out of
the public stock, which is done differently in dif-
ferent places. In some places, whatever is be-
stowed on them, is raised by a charitable contri-
‘bution ; and though this way may seem uncer-
tain, yet so merciful are the inclinations of that
people, that they are plentifully supplied by it;
but in other places, publi¢ revenues are set aside
for them; or there is a constant tax or poll-
money raised for their maintenance. In some
places they are set to no public work, but every
private man that has occasion to hire workmen,
goes to the market-places and hires them of the
public, a little lower than he would do a freeman.
If they go lazily about their task, he may quick-
en them with the whip. By this means there is
always some piece of work or other to be done
by them; and beside their livelihood, they earn
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somewhat still to the public. They all wear a
peculiar habit, of one certain color, and their
hair is cropped a little above their ears, and a
piece of one of their ears is cut off. Their
friends are allowed to give them either meat,

. drink, or clothes, so they are of their proper co-
Ior ; but it is death, both to the giver and taker, if
they give them money. Nor is it less penal for
any freeman to take money from them, upon any
account whatsoever; and it is also death for any
of these slaves (so they are called) to handle
arms. Those of every division of the country
are distinguished by a peculiar mark; which it
is capital for them to lay aside, to go out of their
bounds, or talk with a slave of another jurisdic-
tion ; and the very attempt of an escape is no
less penal than an escape itself. It is death for
any other slave to be accessary to it; and if a
freeman engages in it he is condemned to slave-
ry. Those that discover it are rewarded ; if free-
men, in money ; and. if slaves, with liberty, to-
gether with a pardon for being accessary to it;
that so they might find their account, rather in
repenting of their engaging in such a design,
than in persisting in it.

These are their laws and rules in relation to
robbery; and it is obvious. that they are as ad-
vantageous as they are mild and gentle; since
vice is not only destroyed, and men preserved,
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but they treated in such a manner as to make
them see the necessity of being honest, and of
employing the rest of their lives in repairing the
injuries they had formerly done to society. Nor
is there any hazard of their falling back to their
old customs ; and so little do travellers appre-
hend mischief from them, that they generally
make use of them for guides from one jurisdic-
tion to another. For there is nothing left them
by which they can rob, or be the better for it;
since as they are disarmed, so the very having of
money is a sufficient conviction. And as they
are certainly punished if discovered, so they can-
not hope to escape; for their habit being in all
the parts of it different from what is commonly
worn, they cannot fly away, unless they would go
naked, and even then their cropped ear would
betray them. The only danger to be feared from
them, is their conspiring against the government :
but those of one division and neighbourhood can
do nothing to any purpose, unless a general con-
spiracy were laid amongst all the slaves of the sev-
eral jurisdictions, which cannot be done, since
they cannot meet or talk together ; nor will any
venture on a design where the concealment
would be so dangerous, and the discovery so
profitable. None are quite hopeless of recover-
ing their freedom, since by their obedience and
patience, and by giving good grounds to believe
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that they will change their manner of life for the
future, they may expect at last to obtain their lib-
erty ; and some are every year restored to it,
upon the good character that is given of them.”
When I had related all this, I added, that I
did not see why such a method might not be fol-
lowed with more advantage than could ever be
expectéd from that severe justice which the
counsellor magnified so much. To this he an-
swered, that it could never take place in Eng-
land, without endangering the whole nation.
As he said this, he shook his head, made some
grimaces, and held his peace, while all the com-
pany seemed of his opinion, except the cardinal,
who said that it was not easy to form a judgment
of its success, since it was a method that never
yet had been tried. ‘ But if;”’ said he, * when
sentence of death was passed upon a thief, the
prince would reprieve him for a while, and make
the experiment upon him, denying him the privi-
lege of a sanctuary ; and then if it had a good
effect upon him, it might take place; and if it
did not succeed, the worst would be, to execute
the sentence on the condemned persons at last.
And I do not see,” added he, ¢ why it would be
either unjust, inconvenient, or at all dangerous,
to admit of such a delay. In my opinion, the
vagabonds ought to be treated in the same man-
ner; against whom, though we have made many
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laws, yet we have not been able to gain our
end.” When the cardinal had done, they all
commended the motion, though they had despis-
ed it when it came from me ; but more particu-
larly commended what related to the vagabonds,
because it was his own observation.

I do not know whether it be worth while to
tell what followed, for it was very ridiculous ; but
I shall venture at it, for as it is not foreign to
this matter, so some good use may be made of it.
There was a jester standing by, that counterfeit-
ed the fool so naturally, that he seemed  to be
really one. The jests which he offered were so
cold and dull, that we laughed more at him than
at them; yet sometimes he said, as it were by
chance, things that were not unpleasant ; so as
to justify the old proverb; that ¢ he who throws
the dice often, will sometimes have a lucky hit.’
When one of the company had said, that I had
taken care of the thieves, and the cardinal had
taken care of the vagabonds, so that there re-
mained nothing but that some public provision
might be made for the poor, whom sickness or
old age had disabled from labor; ‘ Leave that to
me,” said the fool, * and I shall take care of
them ; for there is no sort of people whose sight
I abhor more, having been so often vexed with
them, and with their sad complaints; but as dole-
fully soever as they have told their tale, they
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could never prevail so far as to draw one penny
from me : for either I had no mind to give them
any thing, or when I had a mind to do it, I had
nothing to give them; and they now know me
so well, that they will not lose their labor, but
let me pass without giving me any trouble, be-
cause they hope for nothing, no more in faith
than if I were a priest. But I would have a law
made, for sending all these beggars to monaste-
ries, the men to the Benedictines to be made lay
brothers, and the women to be nuns.”

The cardinal smiled, and approved of it in
jest; but the rest liked it in earnest. There was
a divine present, who, though he was a grave,

morose man, yet he was so pleased with this re- °.

flection that was made on the priests and the
monks, that he began to play with the fool, and

said to him, “ This will not deliver you from all |-

beggars, except you take care of us friars.”
¢ That is done already,” answered the fool, * for
the cardinal has provided for you, by what he
proposed for restraining vagabonds and setting
them to work, for I know no vagabonds like you.”
¢ This was well entertained by the whole com-
pany, who looking at the cardinal, perceived that
he was not ill pleased at it. Only the friar him-
self was vexed, as may be easily imagined, and
fell into such a passion, that he could not forbear
railing at the fool, and calling him knave, slan-

W
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derer, backbiter, and son of perdition, and then
cited some dreadful threatenings out of the Scrip-
tures against him. Now the jester thought he
was in his element, and laid about him freely.
“ Good friar,” said he, ‘“be not angry, for it is
written, ‘In patience possess your soul.” The
friar answered, (for I shall give you his own
words) “I am not angry, you hangman ; at least
I do not sin in it, for the Psalmist says, ‘Be ye
angry, and sin not.’”  Upon this the cardinal ad-
monished him gently, and wished him to govern
his passions. ““ No, my lord, said he, I speak
not but from a good zeal, which I ought to have ;
for’ holy men have had a good zeal, as it is said,
¢ The zeal of thy house hath eaten me up;’ and
we sing in our church, that those who mocked
Elisha as he went up to the house of God, felt
the effects of his zeal ; which that mocker, that
rogue, that scoundrel, will perhaps feel.” ‘ You
do this, perhaps, with a good intention,” said
the cardinal; ‘“but, in my opinion, it were
wiser in you, and perhaps better for you, not to
engage in so ridiculous a contest with a fool.”
“ No, my lord,” answered he, ‘“that were not
wisely done; for Solomon, the wisest of men,
said, ¢ Answer a fool according to his folly;’
which I now do, and show him the ditch into
which he will fall, if he is not aware of it ; for if
the many mockers of Elisha, who was but one bald
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man, felt the effect of his zeal, what will become
of one mocker of so many friars, among whom
there are so many bald men? We have likewise
a bull, by which all that jeer us are excommuni-
cated.” When the cardinal saw that there was
no end of this matter, he made a sign to the fool
to withdraw, turned the discourse another way,
and soon after rose from the table, and dismissing
us, went to hear causes.

Thus, Mr. More, I have run out into a tedious
story, of the length of which I had been asham-
ed, if, as you earnestly begged it of me, I had
not observed you to hearken to it as if you had
no mind to lose any part of it. I might have
contracted it, but I resolved to give it you
at large, that you might observe how those
that despised what I had proposed, no sooner
perceived that the cardinal did not dislike it,
but presently approved of it, fawned so on him,
and flattered him to such -a degree, that they in
good earnest applauded those things that he only
liked in jest. And from hence you may gather,
how little courtiers would value either me or my
counsels.”

To this I answered “ You have done me a great
kindness in this relation ; for as every thing has
been related by you both wisely and pleasantly,
80 you have made me imagine that I was in my
own country, and grown young again, by recall-
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ing that good cardinal to my thoughts, in whose
family I was bred from my childhood. And
though you are upon other accounts very dear to
me, yet you are the dearer because you honor
his memory so much. But after all this, I can-
not change my opinion ; for I still think that if
you could overcome that aversion which you have
to the courts of princes, you might, by the ad-
vice which it is in your power to give, do a great
eal of good to mankind,—and this s the chief de-
sign that every good man ought to propose to him-
self in living, — for your friend Plato thinks that
nations will be happy, when either philosophers
become kings, or kings become philosophers. It
is no wonder if we are so far from that happi-
ness, while philosophers do not think it their
duty to assist kings with their counsels.” ¢ They
are not so base-minded,” said he, ““ but that they
would willingly do it. Many of them have al-
ready done it by their books, if those that are in
power would but hearken to their good advice.
But Plato judged right, that except kings them-
selves became philosophers, they who from their
-childhood are corrupted with false notions would
‘never fall in entirely with the counsels of philoso-
- phers; and this he himself found to be true in the
{ person of Dionysius.
“ Do not you think, that if I were about any
king, proposing good laws to him, and endeavour-
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ing to root out all the cursed seeds of evil that I
found in him, I should either be turned out of
his court, or at least be laughed at for my pains ?
For instance, what could I signify if I were about
the king of France, and were called into his cab-
inet council, where several wise men, in his hear-
ing, were proposing many expedients ; as by what
arts and practices Milan may be kept, and Na-
ples, that has so often slipped out of. their hands,
recovered ; how the Venetians, and after them
the rest of Italy, may be subdued ; and then how
Flanders, Brabant, and all Burgundy, and some
other kingdoms which he has swallowed already
in his designs, may be added to his empire. One
proposes a league with the Venetians, to be kept
as long as he finds his account in it, and that he
ought to communicate counsels with them, and
give them some share of the spoil, till his success
makes him need or fear them less, and then it
will be easily taken out of their hands. Another
proposes the hiring the Germans, and the secur-
ing the Switzers by pensions. Another proposes
the gaining the emperor by money, which is om-
nipotent with him. Another proposes a peace
with the king of Arragon, and, in order to ce-
ment it, the yielding up the king of Navarre’s
pretensions. Another thinks the prince of Cas-
tile is to be wrought on by the hope of an alli-
ance, and that some of his courtiers are to be
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¢ gained to the French faction by pensions. The
hardest point of all is what to do with England.
A treaty of peace is to be set on foot; and if
their alliance is not to be depended on, yet
it is to be made as.firm as possible; and they
are to be called friends, but suspected as ene-
mies: therefore the Scots are to be kept in
readiness, to be let loose upon England on every
occasion ; and some banished nobleman is to be
supported underhand (for by the league it can-
not be done avowedly,) who has a pretension to
the crown, by which means that suspected prince
may be kept in awe.

“ Now, when things are in so great a fermen-
tation, and so many gallant men are joining
counsels, how to carry on the war, if so mean a
man as I should stand up, and wish them to
change all their counsels, to let Italy alone, and

- stay at home, since the kingdom of France was -

» indeed greater than could be well governed by
one man ; that therefore he ought not to, think
of adding others to it ; and if, after this, I should
propose to them the resolutions of the Achorians,

a people that lie on the southeast of Utopia, whe

long ago engaged in war, in order to add to the

" dominions of their prince anether kingdom, to
which he had some pretensions by an ancient
alliance. This they conquered ; but found that
the trouble of keeping it was equal to that by
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which it was gained ; that the conquered people
were always either in rebellion or exposed to for-
eign invasions, while they were obliged to be
incessantly at war, either for or against them,
and consequently could never disband their army ;
that in the mean time they were oppressed with
taxes, their money went out of the kingdom,
their blood was?}ift for the glory of their king,
without procuring the least advantage to the
people, who received not the smallest benefit from
it even in time of peace; and that their manners '
being corrupted by a long war, robbery and mur-
ders every where abounded, and their laws fell
into contempt; while their king, distracted with
the care of two kingdoms, was the less able to
apply his mind to the interest of either. When
they saw this, and that there would be no end to
these evils, they by joint counsels made an hum-
ble address to their king, desiring him to choose
which of the two kingdoms he had the greatest
mind to keep, since he could not hold both ; for
they were too great a people to be governed by a
divided king, since no man would willingly have
a groom that should be in common between him
and another. Upon which the good prince was
forced to quit his new kingdom to one of his
friends (who was not long after dethroned,) and
to be contented with his old one. To this I
would add, that after all those warlike attempts,
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the vast confusions, and the consumption both of
treasure and of people that must follow them,
perhaps, upon some misfortune, they might be
forced to throw up all at last ; therefore it seemed
much more eligible that the king should improve
his ancient kingdom all he could, and make it
flourish as much as possible ; that he should love
his people, and be beloved of them; that he
should live among them, govern them gently, and
let other kingdoms alone, since that which had
fallen to his share was big enough, if not too big,
for him. Pray, how do you think would such a
speech as this be heard?7” I confess,” said I,
¢ I think not very well.”

“ But what”’ said he, ‘“if I should sort with
another kind of ministers, whose chief contri-
vances and consultations were, by what art the
prince’s treasures might be increased. Where
one proposes raising the value of specie when
.the king’s debts are large, and lowering it when
his revenues were to come in, that so he might
both pay much with a little, and in a little receive
a great deal. Another proposes a pretence of a
war, that money might be raised in order to car-
ry it on, and that a peace be concluded as soon
as that was done ; and this with such appearances
of religion as might work on the people, and
" make them impute it to the piety of their prince,
and to his tenderness for the lives of his subjects.
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A third offers some old musty laws, that have
been antiquated by a long disuse, and which, as
they had been forgotten by all the subjects, so
they had been also broken by them; and propo-

ses the levying the penalties of these laws, that

as it would bring in a vast treasure, so there

might be a very good pretence for it, since it

would look like the executing a law, and the
doing of justice. A fourth proposes the pro-
hibiting of many things under severe penalties,
especially such as were against the interest of
the people and then the dispensing with these
prohibitions, upon great compositions, to those
who might find their advantage in breaking them.
This would serve two ends, both of them accept-
able to many; for as those whose avarice led
them to transgress, would be severely fined, so
the selling licenses dear, would look as if a
prince were tender of his people, and would not

easily, or at low rates, dispense with any thing *

that might be against the public good. Another
proposes, that the judges must be made sure,
that they may declare always in favor of the pre-
rogative ; that they must be often sent for to court,
that the king may hear them argue those points
in which he is concerned ; since how unjust so-
ever any of his pretensions may be, yet still some
one or other of them, either out of contradiction
to others, or the pride of singularity, or to make
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their court, would find out some pretence or
other to give the king a fair color to carry the
point : for if the judges but differ in opinion, the
clearest thing in the world is made by that means
disputable, and truth being once brought in
question, the king may then take advantage to
expound the law for his own profit, while the
judges that stand out will be brought over, either
out of fear or modesty; and they being thus
gained, all of them may be sent to the bench to
give sentence boldly, as the king would have it;
for fair pretences will never be wanting when
sentence is to be given in the prince’s favor. It
will either be said, that equity lies of his side, or
some words in the law will be found sounding
that way, or some forced sense will be put on them;
and when all other things fail, the king’s un-
doubted prerogative will be pretended, as that
which is above all law, and 16-which a religious
judge ought to havea special regard. Thus all
consent to that maxim omsus, that a prince
cannot have treasure enough, since he must
maintain his armies out of it; that a king; even
“ though he would, can do nothing unjustly ; that
all property is in him, not excepting the very
persons of his subjeets; and that no man has
any other property but that which the king, out
of his goodness, thinks fit to leave him; and
they think it is the prince’s interest, that there
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. be as little of this left as may be, as if it were
his advantage that his people should have neither
riches nor liberty, since these things make them
less easy and less willing te submit to a cruel and
unjust government ; whereas necessity and pov-
erty blunts them, makes them patient, beats them
down, and breaks that height of spirit, that might
otherwise dispose them to rebel.

“Now, what if, after all these propositions
were made, I should rise up and assert, that
such counsels were both unbecoming a king, and
mischievous to him; and that not only his honor
but his safety consisted more in his people’s
wealth, than in his own; if I should show that
they choose a king for their own sake, and not
for his, that by his care and endeavours they
may be both easy and safe ; and that, therefore, a

prince -ought to take more care of his people’s .
happiness than of his own, as a shepherd is to take
more care of his flock than of himself. It is also .

certain, that they are much mistaken that think
the poverty of