UNIVERSITY OF FERRARA, DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES

Suggested books for the Magistrale (I and II) course in English language and culture.

A) Language:

1)  ‘Proficiency Masterclass’, Gude and Duckworth (Student’s Book and Exam    

        Practice Workbook). OUP
2)  ‘Framework’ (Advanced), Richmond Publishing

3)  ‘English Vocabulary In Use’ (various levels), McCarthy and O’Dell, CUP

4)  ‘English Idioms in Use’, McCarthy and O’Dell, CUP
5)  ‘English Phrasal Verbs in Use’, McCarthy and O’Dell, CUP

6)  ‘Exploring Grammar in Context’ (up-int./adv.) Carter, Hughes, McCarthy, CUP
B) Grammar Reference:

Practical English Usage (Third Edition) by M.Swan, OUP


Advanced Grammar in Use (with answer key) by Martin Hewings, CUP


The Oxford English Grammar Course (with answers) by M.Swan and C.Walter, OUP 

C) Examination Preparation:

Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English (with answers), Books 1, 2 and 3, CUP


CAE Study Pack, R.MacAndrew,  - self-study edition with CDs. OUP

Grammar and Vocabulary for Cambridge Advanced and Proficiency, (with key) R.Side and 
G.Wellman,  Longman

Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English (with answers), Books 1 and 2. CUP
D) Dictionaries:

The Collins Cobuild English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (New Edition) – a practical, up-to-date and easy-to-use monolingual dictionary. Collins
The Concise Oxford Dictionary – OUP :  the ‘real’ thing, and not too difficult to use. OUP
Collins-Mondadori Nuovo Dizionario Inglese – Inglese-Italiano: Italiano-Inglese. Collins
Oxford Phrasal Verbs Dictionary for Learners of English – OUP


Oxford Idioms Dictionary for Learners of English – OUP


Oxford Collocations Dictionary for Learners of English – OUP
(New edition, 2009)

Oxford Advanced Learners’ Thesaurus – OUP   (2008)

E) Culture:

Britain for Learners of English, James O’Driscoll, Oxford, 2009 edition. To be read in preparation for the written and oral examinations.


Watching the English, Kate Fox, Hodder and Stoughton, 2005.

The Angry Island, A.A. Gill, Phoenix, 2006.

Sociolinguistics, Bernard Spolsky, OUP, 1998.

The Interpretation of Cultures, Clifford Geertz, Basic Books, 1973
F) Websites:


Students are encouraged to use the internet as much as possible as a resource both to experience language and to obtain practice material etc. Among the plethora of sites available we suggest the following: http://bbc.co.uk  (with various separate sites), http://cambridgeesol.it/ and http://elt.oup.com. You tube is also an easy source of video extracts and so very useful.
