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#Openfurnishings is a manifesto on self-
produced furniture, open production, shared 
knowledge, and shared and responsible use 
of resources, which plans information to 
make seating systems available.
The project is inspired by Enzo Mari’s vision 
to empower people by encouraging them 
to realize furniture with their own hands so 
that they can have a critical vision of the 
product by building it and thus implementing 
a process that enhances intelligence and 
talent of the project community. On the 
other hand, the access that we have today 
to technology gives us the opportunity 
to use production processes previously 
unattainable outside of the industry. The 
furniture projects deriving from this initiative 
must be able to be produced by the user, 
within the city, using the resources of a local 
digital production laboratory with 3D printers 
and CNC cutting machines.
The main features of the project are 
based on the universality of users, the 
ability to transport goods, the simplicity of 
construction and the availability of materials. 
Based on the principles of open design, 
people develop and share knowledge, 
generating projects that are freely available 
on the web to be shared, improved, 
modified, manufactured and so on. 
Development and design are based on the 
use of resources, but with global techniques 
and tools adapted to their particular 

characteristics (cultural, social, material, 
etc.). Hence, the design is downloadable 
and editable by the user himself.
Openfurnishings aims to empower citizens 
as agents of transformation, putting 
technology at their service and privileging 
local production with local resources, 
generating dynamic and productive cities, 
looking to the future from an ecological 
perspective and trying to minimize carbon 
emissions. Openfurnishings is an initiative 
in continuous evolution and from 2021 it 
will evolve in order to realize as faithfully 
as possible the premises mentioned above. 
This is a project organized by the University 
of Ferrara in the Degree Course in Industrial 
Design curated by professors Dario 
Scodeller, Ivano Vianello and Laura Bortoloni.
The intent is to create a community in 
which students of design courses from 
different universities interact on the creation 
of instructions for new seats and other 
accessories that will be made available to 
end-users.
This design community will also aim to 
gather useful information for the new design 
thanks to end-users’ feedbacks.
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Openfurnishings is a 
manifesto about open 
production and shared 
knowledge, inspired 
by Enzo Mari vision of 
“autoprogettazione”

Twelve outdoor sitting 
solutions, designed by 
the students of “Design 
del Prodotto Industriale” 
course of Università 
degli Studi di Ferrara, 
showcased along with 
the instructions on how 
to build them.
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