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Fumane Cave



A2: Aurignacian

A6: Final Mousterian

A5-A6: Mousterian

A3: Uluzzian; A4: Mousterian

Section in tunnel A

Sagittal section in the cave-mouth (removed in 1996)

A2: Aurignacian

A7: sterile layer

A9: Mousterian
47,6 Cal BP (min. age)



Levallois centripete reduction sequence

Layer A4: Mousterian



Blade cores

Layer A4: Mousterian



Uni/bipolar bladelet/flake-bladelet cores

Layer A4: Mousterian



Scrapers and splintered pieces

Layer A4: Mousterian



Backed knives

Layer A4: Mousterian



Examples of backed 

pieces from Peyrony’s

layer K. 

(a) Levallois blank with 

butt removed by 

bipolar retouch 

(b) Levallois blank with 

butt removed by 

bipolar backing



A2

Fumane
Uluzzian in layer A3

A5

A6

A3

A4



Combustion area: structure A3.SI

Dump of burnt remains: 
structure A3.SII

Uluzzian Structure A3.SIV cut by the 
Aurignacian combustion structure 
A2.S18

Flaking products, bones and 
charcoals: structure A3.SIV

Layer A3



Centripete core

Flake making in layer A3

Single large flake core

Unipolar core



Structure A3.SIV: production of bladeletsLayer A3



Splintered pieces

End-scraper with ventral thinning

Backed knives



San Bernardino

Riparo Broion

Fumane and Riparo Broion 



Reworked deposit



Early Epigrav.

(1a, 1b)

Gravettian

(1c, 1d, 1e)

Uluzzian

(1f, 1g)

Mousterian

(7,9,11,13,15)





Dentalium inaequicostatum

Theodoxus cf. danubialis



Lithics 1f – 1g

1g 1f ÷ 1g 1f TOT %

Splintered pieces 216 8 11 235 19.1

Flakes from SP 563 29 41 633 51.5

Baldelets from SP 134 12 7 153 12.4

Flakes 59 6 4 67 5.5

Bladelets 43 1 1 45 3.7

Backed pieces 38 8 8 54 4.4

Other tools 12 2 3 17 1.4

Flake and bladelet

cores

22 1 2 25 2.0

1087 67 77 1229 100.0



Convex and straight backed knives

1 cm



1 cm

Splintered pieces



Complete and splintered retuched tools

End-scrapers

Side scraper



Splintered backed knives



a

b-c

a

bc

Crescent



Material Lab. code Context Hearth 14C Age

Burnt bone      UtC-11791 1g S2 25980±190

Charcoal          UtC-11790 1g S2 32100±400

Charcoal UtC-12509 1g S3 31700±400

Charcoal UtC-11792 1g 30480±300

Previous ABA dates

Anthr.-mod. bone   OxA-35527  1g   38900±1000




