Overview

China’s trade balance grew to $31.5 billion in
July, its largest since January 2009. Imports
increased by 22.9% on the previous year;
exports grew by 20.4%. Industrial produc-
tion was up by 14% in July year-on-year, only
slightly less than the previous month'’s rise,
and inflation crept up to 6.5%.

Japan’s current-account surplus fell by 11%
inJune, to ¥526.9 billion ($6.6 billion), half
its level of a year earlier,

The price of gold reached a record high
surging past $1,800 per troy ounce on August
11th, up by more than 25% since the begin-
ning of the year, asinvestors sought safety
amid the debt crises in Europe and America.

Singapore’s 6P rose by 0.9% year-on-year
inthe second quarter of 2011, compared with
9.3%in the first quarter. Gop fell by 6.5% on
the previous quarter, after rising by 27.2%in
January-March. The government said the
effects of supply-chain disruptions from the
earthquake in Japan and of higher energy
prices were starting to ease.

Britain’s industrial productionin June was
flat compared with Mayand 0.3% down on
June 2010. French industrial production fell
by 1.6% in June from the previous month.

American non-farm labour productivity
decreased atan annual rate 0f 0.3%in the
second quarter of this year, and the first-
quarter figure was revised down by 2.4 per-
centage points to -0.6%. July’s payrolls
increased by 117,000, and the unemployment
rate edged down to 9.1%.

Economic and financial indicators
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Output, prices and jobs
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