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	COURSE CALENDAR

ALISON RILEY


	COURSE PROGRESS

MODULES
and

MATERIALS
Refer to the course PROGRAMME


	RECOMMENDED INDIVIDUAL  STUDY



	LM  Mondays and Tuesdays
OSG Tuesdays and Wednesdays  


	Please bring your textbook to every lesson:

Textbook: Legal English and the Common Law 
by Alison Riley with Legal Grammar Handbook by Patricia Sours  (2nd edition Cedam, 2012)

Also bring additional materials to lessons as indicated in this Course Calendar
	HW = Homework to do as follow-up to lessons this week

PRE =  Essential preparation to do before lessons NEXT WEEK

	WEEK 1   FEBRUARY   18th   19th  20th 
Module A
Chapter 1

4 hours

	COURSE PRESENTATION

English and you 
Module A. English in legal contexts
CHAPTER 1 LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW 
1.1 Introduction to English in legal contexts

1.1.2 Vocabulary in the Law: dictionary use and examples in context

And from the website: Vocabulary in the Law
Bring a dictionary to Lesson 2

	HW 

Read pages 5-9, 9-11.
Begin your Personal Terminology System (see page 14).

PRE 
1.2 Task 1 Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom (pages 12-14)

	WEEK 2    

FEBRUARY
25th   26th  27th 
Module A

Chapter 1

 8 hours                 
	Module A. / Chapter 1 (cont.)
1.2 Reading, vocabulary and context: Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela

And from the website: Nelson Mandela album
1.3 A selection of texts on legal themes, Task 2 
1.3.1 Key 

1.3  Text 1: Legislation: Terrorism Act 2000  
Text 2: a poem
Text 3: A treaty: 
Bring the European Convention on Human Rights, downloaded from www.echr.coe.int/echr/

	HW 
Read pp. 26-30 (key for texts 1,2,3) 
Continue your Personal Terminology System 

PRE 
1.3 Task 3 Reading a selected text for detail 


	WEEK 3    

MARCH 

4th  5th 6th 
 Module A

Chapter 1

12 hours                          
	Module A. / Chapter 1 (cont.)
1.3 A selection of texts on legal themes (cont.) Detailed study of:

Text 4: A contract

Text 5: A Security Council resolution

Text 6: A letter of appeal
Text 7: A Constitution

Text 8: A legal document

Text 9: A judgment

Text 10: An EU Directive
Module A Conclusions:

1.4 English legal contexts and English legal texts 
1.5 Features of English legal texts and language 
	HW: Read pp. 30-35 (key for texts 4-10);

read 1.4 (pages 35-39);
Optional reading 1.5 (pages 39-44) and Task 4.
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
Practice test for  Module A: Language Focus Tasks 1 (pages 439-442) + key


	WEEK 4    

MARCH 

11th  12th  13th  
Module B

Chapter 2

 16  hours       
                      
	Module B. The Language of a Legal System
CHAPTER 2   LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW 
2.1 Introduction
Language and sources of the British constitution
And from the website: British constitution: language and sources.
Task 1 and 2.1.3 Translating legal terminology
2.1.4 Task 2 Principal sources of English law. 

	HW 
Read 2.1 (pages 49-57) 
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
PRE  2.1.4 Do Tasks 4 and 5, to page 68. 

	WEEK 5   

MARCH 

18th    19th   20th 
Module B

                               Chapter 2
20 hours


	 Module B. / CHAPTER 2 (cont.)

2.2 Legislation and the Legislature.
Legislation. Queen in Parliament. Constitutional monarchy.
And from the website: Constitutional monarchy in pictures.

2.3 British constitutional reform. Devolution: 

                                                      Scotland Act 1998
2.4 The Legislature: House of Commons and House of Lords.  Case study: the Hunting Ban.  Task 7.

	HW  Read 2.2 (pages 58-64 and Task 5 key (pages 68-69). 
2.4.2 Read pages 72-75 + do Task 8
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
PRE  
In a pair or group, choose Task 3 or Task 6 and prepare a short presentation, 5-10’ each


	No lessons:

25/26/27/March
	Easter break
1/2/3/April
	

	WEEK 6    

APRIL

8th  9th 10th  
Module B/ Module C
                               Chapter 2/
Chapter 5

24 hours


	Conclusions: Module B. / Chapter 2 
Reflection and discussion: Constitutional monarchy and Government – comparing constitutional systems (Group presentations Tasks 3 + 6)  
Module C. Common Law System
CHAPTER 5   LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW – The Language of Civil Law
5.3 Introduction to common law method. Judicial precedent. The hierarchy of the English courts. Tasks 4 and 5.
5.4.1 The key elements of an English case. 

	HW   Module B:  
Optional reading: 2.5.1 + 2.5.2 (pages 76-79) or 2.6.2 (pp. 86-89)
Practice test for  Module B:  Language Focus Tasks 2 (pages 443-445) + key
HW  Module C: Read 5.3 (pages 213-220). Examine pp. 218-219.
Optional 5.3.4, with Tasks 6 and 7.
PRE Do Chapter 6 Task 1 (pages 286-287). 

	WEEK 7    - 

APRIL

15th   16th   17th 
Modules B/C
Chapter 2/
Chapter 6

  30  hours                               
	Module C. Common law system (cont.)

CHAPTER 6   LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW – The Language of Contract
6.1.2 Terminology in context: a celebrity wedding – Douglas v Hello! (case study)

Module D. The European Dimension – European Convention on Human Rights
CHAPTER 3   LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW 
3.1 Introduction. Task 1.

3.2 Languages in international contexts. The Council of Europe. The United Nations. The European Union.
3.3 Consulting treaty law: the European Union
3.3.1 The Treaty on European Union
Bring the European Convention on Human Rights, downloaded from www.echr.coe.int/echr/

	HW Read Chapter 6 Task 1 key (pages 288-290)
Practice test for  Module C:  Language Focus Tasks (pages 446-447) + key; 
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
HW Module D Read 3.2 with Tasks (pp. 104-118); read 3.3.1 (pp. 119-120.

PRE  Read 3.3.2 (page 120) and do Task 6; 


	
	To the end of the course, ALWAYS bring your copy of the European Convention on Human Rights, downloaded from www.echr.coe.int/echr/
	

	WEEK 8    - 

APRIL

 Monday 22nd April 

(no lessons 23/24/April)
Module D

32  hours    (LM)

 (OSG: this work in WEEK 9)                     
	Module D / Chapter 3 (cont.)

3.3.2 Citizenship of the European Union. Task 6.
3.4.1 The European Convention on Human Rights. Task 8.
(Bring your ECHR)
	HW  Read Task 6 key (pages 123-125).

Optional: Task 7. 

In-depth  individual study of Section 1 ECHR, using Tasks 8 and 10 and reading 3.5.1 (p. 140). 
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
PRE Read 3.4 (pages 128-131) and do Task 9. 

	WEEK 9    - 

APRIL

29th   30th  April (no lessons 1st May )
Module D

36   hours    (LM)

(OSG: this work in WEEK 10)                     
32 hours  (OSG)                        

	Module D. / Chapter 3 (cont.)
Human rights – an introduction. Moral or legal force? From the Universal Declaration to the European Convention

From the website: Human rights_an introduction

(Bring your ECHR)

Also bring the Universal Declaration of Human Rights downloaded from www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
3.4.2 Britain and the European Convention on Human Rights before the Human Rights Act 1998 
3.4.3 The Human Rights Act 1998. Task 9.

	HW  Read 3.4 (pages 128-139). 
Read 3.6 by Serena Forlati.
Continue your Personal Terminology System 
PRE  Chapter 4 Do Tasks 1 (pages 159-162) and 2 (pages 163-165). 


	WEEK 10    - 

MAY

6th   7th    8th   
Module E

40 hours (LM)
(OSG: this work in WEEK 11)     
36 hours (OSG)
	Module E. The Language of Criminal Law-ECHR
CHAPTER 4   LEGAL ENGLISH AND THE COMMON LAW

4.1 Introduction. ECHR Articles 2, 3, 5, 6, 7
4.2 Criminal prosecution: the Crown Prosecution Service
4.3 Criminal trial and conviction. Case study Task 4.
4.4 The elements of a crime: actus reus and mens rea. Task 5.
(Bring your ECHR)
	HW  Read 4.1 (pp. 155-158; read 4.3 (pp. 165-170); read 4.4 (pp. 173-174).
Continue your Personal Terminology System 


	WEEK 11    - 

MAY

13th   14th   15th    

LM: 

Monday 13th May 

(42 hours) // End
OSG
Tuesday 14th May, Weds 15th May + 2 extra hours (recupero)
(42 hours)
Module E


	 Module E. / Chapter 4 (cont.)
4.5 Homicide and defences. Murder and manslaughter. Key terms and concepts.
The death penalty. Human rights protection and ECHR case studies.
From the website: The Death Penalty
(Bring your ECHR)
Also bring Protocols 6 and 13 ECHR to this lesson, downloaded from www.echr.coe.int/echr/ 
   
	 Practice test Chapter 4: Language Focus Tasks 4 by Patricia Sours (pages 448-450) + key
HW  Read 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 (pages 175-178) 
Complete  your Personal Terminology System 


	ADVICE TO ATTENDERS
	If you attend the course regularly (frequentante) you are strongly recommended to sit the exam in the summer session (May-July 2013). Your attendance record (at least 30/42 hours) will continue to be valid for exam purposes until February 2014. You will take the written paper (see Example with solutions available online) and can choose to take a supplementary oral exam to raise your grade.
	REGULAR ATTENDERS ONLY (6 CFU)

If you choose to take the ‘integrazione orale’, you may choose one topic from the Programme for the oral discussion.


	ATTENDERS 3 CFU
	As for the full course, try to sit the exam in the summer session. Your attendance record (at least 18/21 hours) will continue to be valid for exam purposes until February 2014. You will take an oral exam only.
	REGULAR ATTENDERS ONLY (3 CFU)

You may choose 2 topics from the Programme for the oral discussion (one main topic and the comment of a legal text studied on the course).  

	Exam dates

Check the website for any changes made later!
	I° Appello – Tuesday 21st May 

II° Appello – Tuesday 4th June
III° Appello – Tuesday 18th June
IV° Appello – Tuesday 2nd July

	Oral exams: 9.00
Written papers: 13.00

After passing the written paper you may register your grade or continue with an oral exam in the next ‘appello’.


1

