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CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY  TO THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

The Parties to this Protocol,
Being Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, hereinafter referred

to as “the Convention”,
Recalling Article 19, paragraphs 3 and 4, and Articles 8 (g) and 17 of the

Convention,
Recalling also decision II/5 of 17 November 1995 of the Conference of the

Parties to the Convention to develop a Protocol on biosafety, specifically
focusing on transboundary movement of any living modified organism
resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, setting out for
consideration, in particular, appropriate procedures for advance informed
agreement,

Reaffirming the precautionary approach contained in Principle 15 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development,

Aware of the rapid expansion of modern biotechnology and the growing
public concern over its potential adverse effects on biological diversity, taking
also into account risks to human health,

Recognizing that modern biotechnology has great potential for human well-
being if developed and used with adequate safety measures for the environment
and human health,

Recognizing also the crucial importance to humankind of centres of origin
and centres of genetic diversity,

Taking into account the limited capabilities of many countries, particularly
developing countries, to cope with the nature and scale of known and potential
risks associated with living modified organisms,

Recognizing that trade and environment agreements should be mutually
supportive with a view to achieving sustainable development,

Emphasizing that this Protocol shall not be interpreted as implying a change
in the rights and obligations of a Party under any existing international
agreements,

Understanding that the above recital is not intended to subordinate this
Protocol to other international agreements,

Have agreed as follows:

Article
1

OBJ ECTIVE
In accordance with the precautionary approach contained in Principle 15 of

the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the objective of this
Protocol is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field
of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting
from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to
human health, and specifically focusing on transboundary movements. 

Article
2

GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Each Party shall take necessary and appropriate legal, administrative and
other measures to implement its obligations under this Protocol.
2. The Parties shall ensure that the development, handling, transport, use,
transfer and release of any living modified organisms are undertaken in a
manner that prevents or reduces the risks to biological diversity, taking also into
account risks to human health.
3. Nothing in this Protocol shall affect in any way the sovereignty of States
over their territorial sea established in accordance with international law, and
the sovereign rights and the jurisdiction which States have in their exclusive
economic zones and their continental shelves in accordance with international
law, and the exercise by ships and aircraft of all States of navigational rights
and freedoms as provided for in international law and as reflected in relevant
international instruments.
4. Nothing in this Protocol shall be interpreted as restricting the right of a
Party to take action that is more protective of the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity than that called for in this Protocol, provided that
such action is consistent with the objective and the provisions of this Protocol
and is in accordance with that Party’s other obligations under international law.
5. The Parties are encouraged to take into account, as appropriate, available
expertise, instruments and work undertaken in international forums with
competence in the area of risks to human health.
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