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ARTICLE 16 Effectiveness evaluation

1. Commencing four years after the date of entry into force of this Convention,
and periodically thereafter at intervals to be decided by the Conference of the
Parties, the Conference shall evaluate the effectiveness of this Convention.

2. In order to facilitate such evaluation, the Conference of the Parties shall, at
its first meeting, initiate the establishment of arrangements to provide itself
with comparable monitoring data on the presence of the chemicals listed
in Annexes A, B and C as well as their regional and global environmental
transport. These arrangements:

(a) Should be implemented by the Parties on a regional basis when appropriate,
in accordance with their technical and financial capabilities, using existing
monitoring programmes and mechanisms to the extent possible and
promoting harmonization of approaches;

(b) May be supplemented where necessary, taking into account the differences
between regions and their capabilities to implement monitoring activities;
and

(c) Shall include reports to the Conference of the Parties on the results of
the monitoring activities on a regional and global basis at intervals to be
specified by the Conference of the Parties.

3. The evaluation described in paragraph 1 shall be conducted on the basis
of available scientific, environmental, technical and economic information,
including:

(a) Reports and other monitoring information provided pursuant to
paragraph 2;

(b) National reports submitted pursuant to Article 15; and

(c) Non-compliance information provided pursuant to the procedures
established under Article 17.

ARTICLE 17 Non-compliance

The Conference of the Parties shall, as soon as practicable, develop and
approve procedures and institutional mechanisms for determining non-compliance
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with the provisions of this Convention and for the treatment of Parties found to be
in non-compliance.

ARTICLE 18 Settlement of disputes

1. Parties shall settle any dispute between them concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention through negotiation or other peaceful means of
their own choice.

2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, or
at any time thereafter, a Party that is not a regional economic integration
organization may declare in a written instrument submitted to the depositary
that, with respect to any dispute concerning the interpretation or application
of the Convention, it recognizes one or both of the following means of dispute
settlement as compulsory in relation to any Party accepting the same
obligation:

(a) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be adopted by the Conference
of the Parties in an annex as soon as practicable;

(h) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.

3. A Party that is a regional economic integration organization may make a
declaration with like effect in relation to arbitration in accordance with the
procedure referred to in paragraph 2 (a).

4. A declaration made pursuant to paragraph 2 or paragraph 3 shall remain in
force until it expires in accordance with its terms or until three months after
written notice of its revocation has been deposited with the depositary.

5. The expiry of a declaration, a notice of revocation or a new declaration shall
not in any way affect proceedings pending before an arbitral tribunal or the
International Court of Justice unless the parties to the dispute otherwise
agree.

6. Ifthe partiestoa dispute have notaccepted the same orany procedure pursuant
to paragraph 2, and if they have not been able to settle their dispute within
twelve months following notification by one party to another that a dispute exists
between them, the dispute shall be submitted to a conciliation commission at
the request of any party to the dispute. The conciliation commission shall
render a report with recommendations. Additional procedures relating to the
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