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"Intellectual Property and the U.S. 
Economy: Industries in Focus," 

• intellectual property (IP)-intensive industries 
support at least 40 million jobs and contribute more 
than $5 trillion dollars to, or 34.8 percent of, U.S. 
gross domestic product (GDP).

• Merchandise exports of IP-intensive industries 
totalled $775 billion in 2010, accounting for 60.7% 
of total U.S. merchandise exports.

• IP-intensive industries directly accounted for 27.1 
million American jobs, or 18.8% of all employment 
in the economy, in 2010.

http://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/news/publications/IP_Report_March_2012.pdf
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Helpful IP Law Websites



Assessment

• Oral Exam

• Dissertation?



Assessment, Exam (possibility 1)

• In his October 2009 Encyclical Letter, Caritas In 
Veritate, Pope Benedict XVI wrote that “On the part 
of rich countries there is excessive zeal for 
protecting knowledge through an unduly rigid 
assertion of the right to intellectual property, 
especially in the field of health care.” To what was 
Pope Benedict XVI referring? 

• Are there any other fields in which it can be argued 
that rich countries are inappropriately asserting 
intellectual property rights? 

• In your answer refer to at least two categories of 
intellectual property right.



Assessment – Exam (possibility 2)

• The objectives of the  World Trade Organization Agreement 
on Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) are contained in Article 
7 which provides that “The protection and enforcement of 
intellectual property rights should contribute to the 
promotion of technological innovation and to the transfer and 
dissemination of technology, to the mutual advantage of 
producers and users of technological knowledge”. 

• To what extent do you think that these objectives can be 
realized by the Agreement in its current form?

• How might the Agreement be amended to accommodate the 
particular interests of developing countries?

• In your answer refer to at least two categories of intellectual 
property right.



Dissertation possibilies

The International IP Landscape

Introduction: The origins of the international IP 
regime: Paris Convention on Industrial 
Property 1883; Berne Convention on Literary 
and Artistic Works, 1886; Universal Copyright 
Convention

The WTO Agreement on Trade Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS); IP 
norms and scheme of enforcement
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Plant Breeders Rights

• UPOV Convention

• PVRA (US)


