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MSc in management of intellectual property

Food, Biotechnology and Agriculture
Suggested Research Topics
Patents
1. Is DNA patentable?

2. What are the competition implications of patenting climate-ready genes?

3. Are plants patentable?

4. What remedies are available to organic farmers in relation to GM contamination?

5. When is the compulsory licensing of patents appropriate in the UK?

6. Does the copyright open source model work for biotechnology?

Plant Breeder’s Rights
7. Does the insertion of a disease resistance gene into a plant create a new plant variety?

8. Can plant breeding methods be patented?

9. What is “an essentially derived variety”.

10. When is the saving of seeds by farmers permitted?

11. Why has plant variety rights protection been described as “the Neanderthal of intellectual property”?
Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing
12. What is the international legal regime regulating bioprospecting?

13. Can IP rights be sought in relation to germplasm made available under the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.

14. Describe the evolution of the Nagoya Protocol.
Trade Marks

15. What is a “certification mark”?

16. To what extent can trade marks be securitised?

17. What is a well-known mark under UK law?

Geographical Indications

18. What are the linking factors?
19. To what extent can a company’s business address be protected as a trade mark?

20. How might GIs promote rural development?

21. What are the international proposals for the protection of handicrafts as geographical indications?

22. Why did Australia and the USA bring an action under the TRIPS Agreement against the EU in relation to the latter’s geographical indications law?

Biosafety and Food Waste
23. Discuss the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol in two countries
24. How do the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements influence the availability of food?
25. What legislative steps have been taken by the EU to minimise food waste?
