
Assertiveness is a sign of strength or weakness?
(because assertiveness is there for sure)





“Bowing to pressure from China, American Airlines, Delta Air Lines and United Airlines 
began to remove references to Taiwan, of which Taipei is the capital city, as a separate 

country from their websites Wednesday”







assertiveness?



China soft power

(soft?)



Standard approach 
• Confucius institutes
• University funding
• Educational exchange
• International media
• Movies
• (Belt and Road narrative)

Less standard approach 
• 50c party members (Wumao) (controversial)
• United Front Work Department (UFWD)
• Chinese Students and Scholars Associations



Confucius Institutes 
• Confucius institutes: China opened the first Confucius Institute in 2004 

in Seoul, South Korea. As of January 2018, there were more than five 
hundred institutes scattered around the world. The centers, nonprofit 
organizations affiliated with China’s ministry of education, provide 
Mandarin language courses, cooking and calligraphy classes, and 
celebrations for Chinese national holidays. The institutes echo cultural 
associations like the United Kingdom’s British Councils, France’s Alliance 
Française, Germany’s Goethe Institute, and Spain’s Cervantes Institute. 
The Confucius Institute partners with universities, typically with 
a minimum of $100,000 in annual support for programming, while 
Confucius Classrooms are established with primary and secondary 
institutions.

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-big-bet-soft-power

http://english.hanban.org/node_10971.htm
http://chinapower.csis.org/is-chinas-soft-power-strategy-working/


Educational exchange

• China has become a top destination for international students. 
It ranked third among the world’s most popular study 
destinations in 2017, according to the Institute of International 
Education.

https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/China


International Media

• Xinhua, has grown to 170 foreign bureaus and has plans 
to reach 200 by 2020. China Daily and the Global Times publish 
English language editions available worldwide. CCTV, the state 
television broadcasting news service, rebranded itself as China 
Global Television Network in December 2016 and broadcasts 
six channels, two in English and others in Arabic, French, 
Russian, and Spanish, with reporting teams in more than 
seventy countries. China Radio International broadcasts 392 
hours of programming a day in thirty-eight languages from 
twenty-seven overseas bureaus.

http://www.economist.com/news/china/21719508-can-money-buy-sort-thing-china-spending-billions-make-world-love-it
https://america.cgtn.com/2016/12/30/cctv-to-launch-cgtn
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2015-06-16/china-s-soft-power-push


University funding

• Dozens of university around the world receive funding from 
Chinese private citizens, companies, etc.

• Bilateral agreements (from double degrees to join venture in 
China) are increasing 



Movies
• Of the top 100 highest-grossing films worldwide each year from 1997 to 

2013, China helped finance only 12 Hollywood movies.

• But in the five years that followed, China co-financed 41 top-grossing 
Hollywood films

• Hollywood studios are also eager to grab a slice of China’s fast-growing 
box office market, which surpassed the United States’ in total revenue 
for the first time ever in the first quarter of 2018.

• Dalian Wanda acquired the U.S.-based cinema operator AMC Theatres 
in May 2012 for $2.6 billion, making Wanda Cinemas the world's largest 
cinema operator

• Wanda goes to Hollywood: China tycoon's firm buys film studio 
Legendary for $3.5 billion in 2016.



Movies: Wolf Warrior 2
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