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option example
Plan A Plan B Neither

LANDSCAPE
visual impact caused by
location and/or size

HIGH NONE

WILDLIFE
health of habitat SLIGHT HARM SLIGHT HARM

AIR POLLUTION
NONE NONE

No increase in
renewable energy

Alternative
climate change
programs used

EMPLOYMENT
new jobs in local community 8-12 JOBS 1-3 JOBS

PRICE OF
ELECTRICITY
additional rates per year

£16
per year

£7
per year

North Sea gas
fired power

stations instead

YOUR CHOICE:
(please tick one only)

A B I would not want
either A or B
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Table 3.4: Example of a choice card used in the survey

Policy Option Current
Policy

Policy
Option A

Policy
Option B

Change in area of Heather
Moorland and Bog

A loss of 2%
(-2%)

A gain of 5%
(+5%)

A loss of 2%
(-2%)

Change in area of Rough
Grassland

A loss of 10%
(-10%)

A gain of 10%
(+10%)

A loss of 10%
(-10%)

Change in area of Mixed and
Broadleaf Woodlands

A gain of 3%
(+3%)

A gain of 20%
(+20%)

A gain of 10%
(+10%)

Condition of field boundaries
For every 1km,

100 m is
restored

For every 1km,
200 m is
restored

For every 1km,
50 m is
restored

Change in farm building and
traditional farm practices Rapid decline Much better

conservation No change

Increase in tax payments by
your household each year £0 £70 £10
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RANK THE ALTERNATIVES FOR A SUMMER VISIT BELOW ACCORDING TO YOUR PREFERENCES, ASSIGNING 1 TO THE MOST
PREFERRED, 2 TOTHESECONDMOSTPREFERRED, 3 TOTHETHIRDMOSTPREFERREDAND4 TOTHELEASTPREFERRED.

CHARACTERISTICS
OFROUTE

ROUTEA ROUTEB ROUTEC STAYAT
HOME

Lengthof climb 200 metres 250 metres 250 metres

Approachtime 3 hours 2 hours 2 hours

Quality of climb 2 stars 1 stars 0 stars

Crowding at route Crowded Not crowded Crowded

Scenic qualityof route Scenic Not at all
scenic

Not scenic

Distance of route from
home

160 miles 70 miles 30 miles

RANKING:    
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

–– Tidal Thames: >150 milesTidal Thames: >150 miles



–– Carries both human waste andCarries both human waste and
rain waterrain water

–– Capacity often exceeded andCapacity often exceeded and
raw sewage discharged intoraw sewage discharged into
the Thamesthe Thames


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00,, ££5,5, ££15,15, ££23,23, ££36,36, ££47,47,
££77,77, ££115115

Increase in annual waterIncrease in annual water
billsbills

Annual costAnnual cost

8,8, 4, 2, less than 1, 04, 2, less than 1, 0Potential fish kills per yearPotential fish kills per yearFishFish
populationpopulation

120120, 60, 10, 4, 0, 60, 10, 4, 0Number of days per yearNumber of days per year
when water sports are notwhen water sports are not
advisable due to increasedadvisable due to increased
health risk (minor illness)health risk (minor illness)

Water sports/Water sports/
health riskhealth risk

10%,10%, 3%, 1%, 0%3%, 1%, 0%As % of total litter (humanAs % of total litter (human
excrement, condoms, etc)excrement, condoms, etc)

Sewage litterSewage litter
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W hat w ill h ap pe n
if w e d o n o th in g

W ha t w ill h ap pe n if w e d o
so m e th in g

E c o l. C o n d itio n

Im p a c t o n
W o rse n in g

S lig h t
Im p ro ve m e n t

B ig
Im p ro ve m e n t

L arge M am m als

L arge M am m als
u n lik ely to b e p resen t

M ed iu m sized
m am m als su ch as w ate r
v o le p o ssib le

S m all p o p u la tio n s o f
larg e m am m als su ch
as o tter p o ssib le

P lan ts

A lgae – P o n d S cu m
m ain v eg eta tio n typ e

A lgae – P o n d S cu m
m ain p lan t typ e b u t a
few aq u atic p lan ts
p resen t

A m ix tu re o f aq u atic
p lan ts an d alg ae

F ish

F ew fish sp ecies
w ith sm all p o p u la tio n s

F ew fish sp ecies w ith
larg e p o p u la tio n s

M an y fish sp ecies
larg e p o p u la tio n s.

O th er fac to rs

S m ell o f ro ttin g
v eg eta tio n n o ticeab le

O cca sio n a l sm ell o f
ro ttin g v egeta tio n

N o sm ell n o ticeab le
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PresentPresentPresentPresentPresentPresentOther litterOther litter

££1515

0 potential fish0 potential fish
kills per yearkills per year

4 days/ year of4 days/ year of
increased healthincreased health

riskrisk

Items almostItems almost
never visible (1%never visible (1%

of total litter)of total litter)

Option AOption A

Preferred optionPreferred option

££777700Annual costAnnual cost

<1 potential fish<1 potential fish
kills per yearkills per year

8 potential fish8 potential fish
kills per yearkills per year

FishFish
populationpopulation

0 days/ year of0 days/ year of
increased healthincreased health

riskrisk

120 days/ year120 days/ year
of increasedof increased
health riskhealth risk

Water sports/Water sports/
health riskhealth risk

Not present (0%Not present (0%
of total litter)of total litter)

Some itemsSome items
visible (10% ofvisible (10% of

total litter)total litter)

Sewage litterSewage litter

Option BOption BCurrentCurrent
situationsituation
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PresentPresentPresentPresentOther litterOther litter

0 potential fish kills per0 potential fish kills per
yearyear

0 days/ year of0 days/ year of
increased health riskincreased health risk

Not present (0% ofNot present (0% of
total litter)total litter)

Improved situationImproved situation

8 potential fish kills per8 potential fish kills per
yearyear

Fish populationFish population

120 days/ year of120 days/ year of
increased health riskincreased health risk

Water sports/Water sports/
health riskhealth risk

Some items visibleSome items visible
(10% of total litter)(10% of total litter)

Sewage litterSewage litter

Current situationCurrent situation

Would you be willing to payWould you be willing to pay ££55 per year on top of yourper year on top of your
water bill for an engineering solution that would achievewater bill for an engineering solution that would achieve
these improvements (noticeable afterthese improvements (noticeable after 10 to 2010 to 20 years time)?years time)?
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