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    Università degli Studi di Ferrara
FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

Between

The University of Ferrara, located in Ferrara, Italy, Via Savonarola, 9, represented by its current Chancellor, Professor Patrizio Bianchi

and

The University of ………., located in …………, represented by …………….

CONSIDERING THAT

‑ The University of ……………hosts doctoral programme(s) in ………………..;

‑ The University of Ferrara hosts doctoral programme(s) in ………

‑ both universities intend to begin scientific co‑operation within the context of the above-named research doctorates.

ALL THIS BEING STATED

The following is agreed:

Article 1

Within the framework of their regulations the two Universities agree to develop a joint doctoral programme in ____________________________________.

Article 2

Any graduate student selected for a joint doctoral thesis within the framework of this agreement must first be enrolled in a research doctorate programme at one of the Universities, which will be referred to as the home University. The graduate student can then be enrolled in a research doctorate programme at the other University, which will be referred to as the host University. Though the student may be enrolled at both Universities, she/he is exempt from paying fees at one of the universities.

The payment of the enrolment fees is further discussed in Article 6.

Article 3 

The doctoral thesis is prepared under the supervision of two doctoral supervisors, one at the home University and the other at the host University.
The supervisors will co-supervise the doctoral thesis in accordance with the terms of the individual study agreement approved by the two institutions, as described in Article 6. 

The work leading to the dissertation will be carried out partly at the home University and partly at the host University, in accordance with the terms of the individual study agreement.

Article 4

Both universities can award doctoral titles, that of “______________
" for the University of ______________, and that of "Dottore di ricerca" (Ph.D.) for the University of Ferrara, following a single doctoral thesis defence.  In this case, the evaluation committee will be chosen according to the criteria defined in the individual study agreement.

Article 5

The two Universities agree to delegate the approval of the individual study agreements, produced in accordance with the following article 6, to their respective Presidents/Coordinators/Department Heads, etc.

Article 6

For each graduate student participating in this joint doctoral programme, an individual study agreement will be signed between the two Universities. The individual study agreement will specify: 

· The name of the student participating in the joint doctoral programme, the names of the home and the host supervisors, and the title of the proposed research;

· The way in which the enrolment fees will be paid;

· A definition of the rules to be followed by participants during their stay at the host institution, of the insurance coverage, and of the visa requirements, if any;

· The periods that the participant will spend at the two Universities for the development of her/his dissertation;

· Whether the final title will be jointly awarded by the two Universities and, if so, the composition of the Committee for the final evaluation;

· Rules for the publication, development and the protection of the intellectual 
property related to the thesis content and the research results. 

Article 7

The two Universities will strive to find funding to finance the travel of doctoral students and research staff, in particular of the doctoral thesis supervisors. In addition, the two institutions will seek national sources of funding for the co-supervision of the doctoral thesis and to facilitate arrangements for hosting students who are in such periods of travel, but the institutions are under no obligation to fund travel for students or doctoral thesis supervisors.

Article 8

The two Universities will explore the possibility of extending this joint degree programme to include other University partners in the future. There is no commitment to such an extension by either of the Universities and any such extension would be the subject of separate agreements.

Article 9

The present agreement will remain in effect for a period of five years from the date of its signature. It may be renewed by the signing of a continuation document. The agreement may be terminated at the explicit request of one of the parties, with a minimum notice of ten months. The present agreement may be modified only through a written amendment agreed on by both parties.

Article 10

Insofar as it concerns the enforcement of the present agreement in each country, the version of the agreement written in the language of that country will be applied.

Article 11

Any disagreement that may arise between the parties regarding the goals, consequences, interpretation or other matters related to the agreement will be resolved by direct arbitration.

The University of __________


Date,

The _____________________

____________________________

The University of Ferrara



Date, 


The Chancellor
___________________________






EXAMPLE

INDIVIDUAL STUDY AGREEMENT

JOINT DOCTORATE PROGRAMME IN ……………………………

Between

The University of Ferrara

And

The University of ……………………………………

With reference to the framework agreement establishing a joint programme involving the University of …………………………….. and the University of Ferrara;

With reference to the doctoral guidelines and regulations in force at the University of …………………….. (including, where applicable, arrangements regarding co-supervision);

With reference to the doctoral guidelines and regulations in force at the University of Ferrara (including, where applicable, arrangements regarding co-supervision);

The two Universities agree to the coordination of a dissertation under co-supervision, with the following terms:

Article 1

The graduate student covered by this agreement is Ms/Mr ……………………………………., enrolled in the research doctoral programme in …………….. at the University of ……………………………… (Home University)

Article 2

The title of the proposed research is: …………………………………………………….

The doctoral thesis supervisor at the University of Ferrara will be Professor ……………………………….

Position/title …………………………………

of …………………………………………….. (research centre and/or department)

And at the University of …………………… Professor …………………….

Position/title …………………………….

of …………………………………………….. (research centre and/or department)

who together accept to comply with all requirements for the development of the doctoral student’s scientific programme.

Article 3

Both Universities acknowledge the validity of the co-supervision arrangements, and also of the doctoral thesis, once its title has been accepted for the joint doctorate. The publication, development and rights protection of the thesis content and the research results in the form of intellectual property will be guaranteed by the two Universities according to the rules at each institution. Later, specific agreements between the participating institutions will establish the protection conditions as well as the rights and interest that each institution has in the intellectual property and any use of the research results.
Article 4

The candidate may be registered at both Universities, but is exempt from paying fees at one of them.

Ms/Mr …………………………. will pay fees at …………………………….; she/he will benefit from the insurance coverage provided by such University.

Article 5

The period agreed on for the completion of the dissertation is …………………

Work on the doctoral thesis and the supervision of that work will be carried out in alternate periods at each of the two institutions, but shall include no less than …. months at the host University.

Article 6

At each University, there are rules and regulations with which students are expected to comply. In any dispute between a student and either University, where these regulations differ between the Universities, students will be subject to the rules and regulations, and academic and disciplinary procedures, of the home University.

Article 7

Both Universities agree that with the acceptance of the co-supervised doctoral thesis, the student __________________

· Will not be awarded the double title of ___________________ for the University of ____________________ and that of “Dottore di Ricerca” for the University of Ferrara.

· Will be awarded the double title of ___________________ for the University of ____________________ and that of “Dottore di Ricerca” for the University of Ferrara.
Article 8

In the case of awarding the double title of ___________________ for the University of ____________________ and that of “Dottore di Ricerca” for the University of Ferrara, the following rules will apply:
The final examination for the doctorate will take place at the University of___________.
In particular:



The doctoral thesis will be written and discussed in the ________________ language


The summary will be done in the _____________ language (different from the previous).

The doctoral thesis review committee will be designed according to mutual agreement. 

For the storing, filing and copying or the doctoral thesis in Italy, Italian law shall be applicable.

For the storing, filing and copying or the doctoral thesis in ………………, …………….. law shall be applicable.

Date,

Signed on behalf of 




Signed on behalf of

The University of ________________

The University of Ferrara

_______________________________

____________________________

